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Copyright	2015	by	David	Allen.

All	rights	reserved.	No	part	of	this	book	may
be	reproduced	in	any	form	without	permission	in
writing	from	the	author.	Reviewers	may	quote
brief	passages	in	reviews.

Disclaimer	and	FTC	Notice

No	part	of	this	publication	may	be
reproduced	or	transmitted	in	any	form	or	by	any



means,	mechanical	or	electronic,	including
photocopying	or	recording,	or	by	any
information	storage	and	retrieval	system,	or
transmitted	by	email	without	permission	in
writing	from	the	publisher.

While	all	attempts	have	been	made	to	verify
the	information	provided	in	this	publication,
neither	the	author	nor	the	publisher	assumes	any
responsibility	for	errors,	omissions,	or	contrary
interpretations	of	the	subject	matter	herein.



This	book	is	for	entertainment	purposes
only.	The	views	expressed	are	those	of	the
author	alone,	and	should	not	be	taken	as	expert
instruction	or	commands.	The	reader	is
responsible	for	his	or	her	own	actions.

Adherence	to	all	applicable	laws	and
regulations,	including	international,	federal,
state,	and	local	governing	professional	licensing,
business	practices,	advertising,	and	all	other
aspects	of	doing	business	in	the	US,	Canada,	or
any	other	jurisdiction	is	the	sole	responsibility	of



the	purchaser	or	reader.

Neither	the	author	nor	the	publisher	assumes
any	responsibility	or	liability	whatsoever	on	the
behalf	of	the	purchaser	or	reader	of	these
materials.	Any	perceived	slight	of	any	individual
or	organisation	is	purely	unintentional.

I	sometimes	use	affiliate	links	in	the	content.
This	means	if	you	decide	to	make	a	purchase,	I
will	get	a	sales	commission.	But	that	doesn't
mean	my	opinion	is	for	sale.	Every	affiliate	link



included	is	to	products	that	I've	personally	used
and	found	useful.	Please	do	your	own	research
before	making	any	purchase	online.
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readers	that	are	subscribed	to	Good	and	Geeky	Books.	There	will	be
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Leave	Analog	Behind

Digital	is	the	future
The	search	for	the	best	digital	writing	workflow.	Leave

behind	losing	your	best	ideas	for	your	writing	on	those	scraps	of
paper	that	vanish	into	thin	air.	Bits	of	paper	no	longer	readable	after
a	session	in	the	washing	machine.	Forget	about	wasting	time	doing
analogue	longhand	writing,	because	it	has	to	go	into	the	computer	at
some	point	in	time	anyway.	Make	use	of	the	fact	you	have	a
computer	in	your	pocket.	Work	with	mobile	technology	and	always
have	the	software	ready	to	write	where	ever	you	may	be.	Going

http://goodandgeeky.com/Subscribe


digital	doesn't	mean	the	software	is	going	to	stall	your	creativity.	It
is	the	quite	the	opposite	when	you	know	which	app	to	jump	into
when	the	ideas	pop	into	your	head.	It's	all	kind	of	new	and	we	are
on	the	cusp	of	change	from	old	ways	of	doing	things	to	a	new	and
exciting	digital	world.	I'm	of	the	opinion	that	we	should	embrace	the
new	and	not	be	afraid	of	change.	Isn't	it	great	when	you	write	on
your	iPad	your	work	is	saved	automatically	and	gets	back	up	to	the
cloud.	Then	as	if	by	magic	you	open	up	your	desktop	computer	and
the	document	you	started	on	the	mobile	device	is	waiting	for	you	to
pick	up	where	you	left	off.

Technology	in	schools
Soon	schools	will	be	geared	up	for	teaching	students	to	be

ready	for	what	is	coming	rather	than	holding	on	to	the	past.	There
are	a	few	schools	already	where	every	child	has	an	iPad.	All	their
learning	happens	on	the	iDevice.	The	books	are	on	the	iPad	and
they	use	it	to	create	projects	that	go	way	beyond	what	can	be



achieved	with	pen	and	paper.	There	is	still	a	sticking	point	in	those
schools	in	that	the	examination	systems	haven't	caught	up	with	what
the	schools	are	doing	and	the	kids	are	expected	to	go	back	to	non
electronic	examinations.	It	is	a	terrible	shame	in	many	ways.
Anybody	can	now	tell	stories	using	photos	and	also	video	because	it
is	so	easy	to	bring	it	all	together.	Books	can	really	be	multi	media
now.	This	book	is	more	about	the	words,	gathering	the	ideas,
expressing	them,	organising	them	and	turning	them	into	something
interesting.

Computer	in	the	pocket
For	us	writers	it	is	marvellous	to	have	in	your	pocket	a

device	you	can	use	to	capture	ideas	in	so	many	ways.	Take	pictures
with	the	camera	to	remind	you	of	something	to	write	about.	A	visual
silo	for	anything	that	piques	your	interest	when	you	are	in	the
middle	of	your	daily	routine.	Or	you	can	use	the	voice	recording
features	to	get	audio	notes.	Nothing	stopping	you	from	capturing	a



slice	of	life	with	video.	Talk	into	the	camera	yourself,	describing
your	ideas.	Or	shoot	video	of	a	place	that	would	be	good	as	a
location	for	one	of	your	stories.	Authors	are	also	using	street	view
and	satellite	views	of	places	for	the	research	for	the	next	novel.	Isn't
technology	wonderful?	There	are	the	apps	waiting	for	us	to	do	some
amazing	things	and	boost	our	creativity	and	efficiency.	Dictation	is
now	there	on	both	on	the	phones	and	our	desktop	computers	with
fantastic	speech	to	text	capabilities.	Using	computers	in	all	these
new	ways	is	for	me	like	living	in	the	future	already.	Are	you	as	a
writer	going	to	take	full	advantage	of	what	can	be	done	now?



Plotting	or	Pantsing
Until	recently	my	mostly	non-fiction	writing	workflow,

would	be	to	open	up	DragonDictate	and	start	writing	through
dictation	by	the	seat	of	my	pants.	That	makes	me	a	pantser	kind	of
writer.	I	did	the	50,000	words	of	a	novel	for	NaNoWriMo	(National
Novel	Writing	Month)	in	this	way.	You	spew	the	ideas	and	the
words	out	of	your	head	onto	your	page.	Rearrange	them,	edit	and	re-
write	as	you	see	fit	after	you've	done	your	first	extremely	rough
draft.	It's	best	to	put	the	work	away	for	a	week	or	so	after
completing	the	first	draft	and	then	come	back	at	it	with	fresh	eyes.
Write	something	else	in	the	waiting	time.

Just	be	digital
There	is	no	way	I	could	go	back	to	using	a	pen	and	paper.	I

find	when	I'm	writing	with	a	pen	now,	sometimes	the	sentences
comes	out	in	the	wrong	order.	As	for	whether	the	handwriting	is
readable,	that's	another	thing	altogether!	Writing	is	much	easier	with



a	computer.	There	is	no	problem	at	all	to	write	a	chapter	which
could	be	anywhere	in	your	story	and	then	go	back	to	something	else
in	the	timeline.	On	paper	you	would	have	to	resort	to	scissors	or	re
arranging	when	you	put	it	into	the	computer	later.	Why	do	the	work
twice,	jump	straight	into	the	digital	realm	and	be	more	productive.
The	computer	gives	us	much	better	tools	than	pen	and	paper.

Plan	with	an	outline
There	are	outliner	computer	programs	you	can	use	to	work

with	your	outline	to	put	it	into	a	better	order.	If	you	try	an	outliners
structured	workflow,	you	may	like	it	and	convert	to	being	an
organiser	instead	of	being	a	pantser.	Use	the	four	steps	of	a	good
and	geeky	writing	workflow	as	a	mantra	for	writing.	Wean	yourself
off	writing	by	the	seat	of	your	pants	and	become	a	better	writer	in
the	process.



A	Writers	Workflow



Who	is	the	Book	for?
There	are	all	sorts	of	writing	jobs	and	all	sorts	writers	and

authors.	This	book	is	for	those	of	you	who	are	struggling	to	find	a
good	digital	workflow	to	produce	great	writing.	This	book	is	for	you
if	you	want	to	make	the	jump	from	analogue	processes	to	the	digital
way	of	working.	Say	goodbye	to	the	pen	and	paper	old	fashioned
way	of	writing.	If	you	want	to	find	out	how	to	best	use	technology,
hardware	and	software	to	your	advantage	for	your	writing,	then	this
book	is	for	you.	Writers	and	authors	who	would	like	to	get	past
searching	for	the	right	application	or	the	right	combination	of
software	programs	will	be	happy	to	have	a	solution	presented	ready
to	use.	Take	the	suggested	best	solution	from	the	end	of	the	book
and	make	it	your	own.	The	main	body	of	the	book	goes	into	detail
about	possible	solutions	with	a	number	of	applications	for	both	OS
X	and	iOS.



Good	and	Geeky	Writers	Workflow
This	book	is	about	being	given	a	good	writers	workflow.	It

is	about	the	journey	getting	there,	as	much	as	it	is	about	the	end
result.	To	find	my	perfect	writers	workflow	I	had	to	kiss	a	few	frogs
to	find	the	princess.	I	tried	out	a	few	different	outliners.	When	I
started	on	this	research	process,	it	was	only	meant	to	be	about
finding	the	right	app	for	outlining	on	the	Mac	and	on	iOS.	After
getting	into	the	testing	phase,	I	found	my	search	had	expanded	out
to	much	more	than	that.	If	you're	not	interested	in	finding	out	about
some	of	these	other	applications	I	checked	out	along	the	way,	then
jump	to	the	last	chapters	of	the	book.	You	can	find	out	what	I	have
chosen	as	the	best	writers	workflow	for	me.	It	might	be	just	what
you	are	looking	for	too.	You	can	go	back	and	have	a	look	at	the
journey	and	the	research	into	the	other	apps,	after	you've	seen	what
I	decided	upon.	There	could	be	something	in	there	that	suits	you
better.	Maybe	this	way	of	writing	won't	work	exactly	right	for	you
and	you	can	tweak	the	workflow	to	suit.	We	are	all	different	in	the



way	we	create	and	do	things.	My	idea	is	to	be	prescriptive	for	those
readers	of	this	book	who	want	direction	and	I	don't	plan	to	get	upset
if	you	do	things	differently.



Writer's	Workflow	for	Fiction
Fiction	writers	might	make	use	of	this	writer's	workflow	to

come	up	with	ideas	for	scenes.	It	could	be	a	way	to	generate	the	plot
of	your	story.	Having	an	organised	workflow	using	technology,	can
prevent	you	suffering	the	dreaded	writer's	block.	If	you're	looking
for	an	organised	way	for	writing	novels	then	you	could	have	a	look
at	the	Snowflake	Method	by	Randy	Ingermanson.	I	think	it	could	be
possible	to	use	that	advanced	fiction	writing	method	along	with	the
software	I	recommend	in	this	writer's	workflow.	A	bird's	eye	view
of	writing	a	novel	is	art,	but	at	ground	level	it	is	a	to-do	list.	You've
a	list	of	scenes	to	write	to	move	the	story	along.	Using	a	writers	app
like	Scrivener	is	a	great	way	to	do	that	work.	An	author	can	use
mind	map	software	as	a	place	to	create	the	back	stories	for
characters	and	then	import	the	information	into	Scrivener	for
maximum	creativity.	Make	use	of	the	application	to	keep	your
research	near	you	when	you	are	writing	and	the	split	screen	view	is
made	for	just	such	a	way	of	working.





Bloggers	are	Writers
As	bloggers	we	want	to	create	engaging	blog	posts	for	our

readers.	We	should	be	thinking	about	having	a	beginning,	a	middle
and	an	end.	The	introduction	of	our	blog	post	should	outline	what
the	problem	is	we	are	trying	to	solve.	The	middle	should	be	about
how	that	problem	gets	solved.	Then	the	ending	should	reinforce	the
rest	of	the	blog	post	by	summing	up	the	why	and	the	how,	to	finish
things	off.	It	is	about	generating	ideas	and	working	with	them	and
telling	a	story,	even	if	it	is	non	fiction.	I	heartily	recommend	using
this	Good	and	Geeky	writers	workflow	for	blogging.	When	I	write
articles	for	my	web	sites	I	usually	use	this	method.	Sometimes	I	just
want	to	write	something	fast	and	immediate.	So	jumping	straight
into	the	blog	post	in	the	blogging	software	or	text	editor	is	what	I
will	do.	You	can	blog	direct	from	your	mobile	devices	or	you	can
use	them	for	collecting	the	notes	to	use	in	your	writers	software.



Writer's	Workflow	for	Education
I	expect	people	who	are	in	education,	both	teachers	and

students	will	be	able	to	learn	something	from	a	Good	and	Geeky
writers	workflow.	I	know	if	I'd	had	something	like	this	available	to
me	when	I	was	a	student,	it	would	have	helped	me	immensely.	It
would've	also	helped	me	when	I	was	a	teacher.	The	idea	behind	this
workflow	is	to	give	starting	points	for	creating	and	expanding	the
ideas	for	your	documents.	Then	when	you	have	your	ideas	mapped
out	as	chapter	titles	and	subheadings	you	can	just	fill	in	the	spaces
with	the	content.	You	should	find	once	you	have	done	the	first	two
parts	of	this	workflow	you	will	be	itching	to	get	the	words	out	onto
your	page.	The	book,	thesis,	dissertation,	end	of	term	paper,	blog
post	or	article	will	almost	write	itself.	Not	only	will	you	be	more
organised	and	ready	for	writing,	you	will	write	more	and	in	more
depth.	You	will	be	less	likely	to	miss	important	topics	in	your	work
you	will	present	to	the	teacher	or	to	your	students.



Sheer	Scale	of	Writing	a	Book
The	second	problem	we	want	to	solve	is	the	sheer	scale	of

the	job	in	hand.	Unless	you	only	ever	write	short	pieces	of	less	than
1000	words	for	web	articles,	you	will	need	to	have	a	way	to
organise	your	finished	work.	The	workflow	I'm	looking	at	will	give
us	the	means	to	fully	flesh	out	ideas	and	give	the	work	the	depth	it
deserves.	This	is	the	case	whether	you	are	working	on	a	novel	or
whether	you	are	working	on	a	non-fiction	piece	of	writing.	The
more	ideas	and	information	you've	got	in	your	writing,	the	more
you're	going	to	need	some	way	of	arranging	it.	The	workflow	we're
aiming	for	allows	for	the	random,	organic,	intuitive	way	the	brain
works.	The	best	writers	workflow	then	has	the	means	to	sort	it	all
out,	so	it	makes	sense	to	you	and	ultimately	to	your	readers.	

Masters	of	creativity
When	we	are	reading,	we	want	something	with	a	linear	flow

where	one	thing	leads	on	to	the	correct	next	thing.	When	we	are



developing	ideas	for	our	writing,	we	don't	want	to	let	linear	thinking
limit	our	creativity.	Writing	can	be	hard	and	being	creative	can	be
harder.	There	are	good	and	geeky	ways	and	means	to	accomplish
excellent	writing.	When	we	arrive	at	the	end	of	a	writing	project
will	we	have	something	worthy	to	publish?	Beating	the	creative
process	into	submission,	makes	it	all	worthwhile.	If	writing	wasn't
hard	and	everybody	could	do	it,	then	what	would	be	the	point.	The
toughness	of	the	work	gives	us	our	superpowers	when	compared	to
the	ordinary	man	or	woman	in	the	street.	We	are	writers,	authors
and	masters	of	creativity.



Beating	Writers	Block



Just	Write	it
If	writing	is	tough	and	creative	writing	is	tougher	then	there

are	two	problems	to	be	solved.	A	problem	some	writers	have	is	they
suffer	from	writer's	block	from	time	to	time.	So	the	writer	has	a
desire	or	a	need	to	write	for	a	story	or	for	whatever	type	of	written
work,	but	somehow	just	can't	get	started.	For	some	reason	or	other,
real	or	imagined,	those	writers	find	it	difficult	to	get	those	first
words	onto	the	page.	Writers	can	struggle	to	get	moving	with	their
writing	due	to	mental	blocks.	There	have	been	a	mountain	of
articles	written	with	good	advice	to	help	beat	writers	block.	It	seems
most	times	the	problem	is	psychological	and	many	suggestions	want
to	trick	the	writers	brain	to	get	them	into	the	zone.	If	that	happens
all	the	time	maybe	the	question	to	ask	is,	should	you	be	a	writer?

Just	sit	down	and	write
There	are	also	plenty	of	single	sentence	snippets	of	advice

for	writers	that	have	become	memes.	You've	got	all	sorts	of	experts



telling	you	just	to	write	anything	at	all	even	if	it	doesn't	mean
anything	and	it'll	lead	you	into	your	creative	zone.	Writers	will	say
things	like,	"Amateurs	claim	they	don't	have	time	for	writing	while
professional	writers	just	get	and	do	it.".	That	one	is	supposed	to
have	been	said	by	Stephen	King,	the	horror	writer.	

Get	inspiration
Another	piece	of	advice	is	to	take	the	first	paragraph	from	a

writer	you	admire.	You	just	write	something	that	is	a	continuation
from	that	piece	and	keep	going.	A	good	plan	so	long	as	you
remember	to	remove	that	first	paragraph,	before	you	publish	the
writing	somewhere	as	your	own.	You	could	just	take	your	own
writing,	you	did	the	day	before	and	do	a	rewrite	and	once	again,	just
continue	writing.	

Searching	for	prompts
You	can	even	buy	a	book	full	of	writing	prompts,	although



that	seems	silly	to	me	because	life	is	full	of	writing	prompts
anyway.	If	you	are	not	experiencing	it	yourself	then	you	can	read
the	news	on	the	internet.	You	can	even	just	listen	to	the
conversations	of	people	around	you.	Take	a	resource	off	the	internet
like	Pinterest,	looking	at	pictures	to	stimulate	your	imagination.
You	should	collect	stuff	like	this	on	the	great	days	so	that	on	a	day
when	you	are	struggling	you	have	something	to	get	you	going.



Be	Professional
The	answer	is	to	just	be	professional	about	it	and	to	ignore

those	mental	excuses	for	not	doing	any	writing.	Don't	let	yourself
get	distracted	by	whatever	is	flowing	through	Twitter	and	Facebook.
Without	a	doubt,	you	shouldn't	just	sit	around	twiddling	your
thumbs	waiting	for	inspiration	to	miraculously	appear.	You	can	beat
writer's	block,	just	organise	yourself	in	the	good	and	geeky	way	and
write.	Use	a	specific	writers	workflow	to	dictate	the	process	for	you.
This	book	is	an	attempt	to	specify	a	beginning,	a	middle	and	an	end
for	a	process	of	writing.	These	are	not	hard	and	fast	rules	because
creativity	is	not	like	that.	Creativity	is	flexible	and	intuitive.	Assign
yourself	a	time	for	writing.	Turn	up	for	those	times	and	just	do	it.
Professional	writers	will	be	there	on	the	Monday	morning	and	just
start	working	and	you	can	be	like	that	too.

Use	the	best	tools
If	you	sit	down	at	your	computer	and	the	words	are	just



itching	to	get	out	there	and	fill	up	the	page,	then	just	go	for	it.	Write
directly	into	your	favourite	writers	software.	I	suggest	your	writers
software	should	be	Scrivener,	it	is	the	best	tool	for	the	work	of	the
author.	There	is	a	Mac	version	and	a	Windows	version	of	Scrivener.
Have	a	look	at	it	over	at	Literature	and	Latte	and	download	the	trial
version.

http://www.literatureandlatte.com


The	Four	Step	Workflow



Step	by	Step

Mind	mapping
Outlining
Writing	the	draft	in	Scrivener



Editing	and	re-writing



Step	1	-	Mind	Mapping
The	starting	point	for	any	project	is	to	do	some	idea

mangling,	brainstorming,	noodling	or	whatever	you'd	like	to	call	it.
Lets	make	a	mind	map.	The	best	place	to	start	is	in	an	application
like	iThoughtsX	which	is	made	for	mind	mapping.	Ideas	certainly
don't	pop	out	of	the	brain	in	any	sort	of	linear	fashion.	With	a	mind
map	you	don't	need	to	worry	if	any	of	it	is	completely	nonsensical.
You	just		dump	ideas	out	of	your	head	and	into	the	computer	as
quickly	and	as	easy	as	possible.	Let	it	all	flow	without	thinking
about	it.	Mind	mapping	is	the	perfect	solution	for	this	task	of
gathering	the	ideas.	Throw	things	in	to	the	mind	map	even	if	there	is
a	likelihood	you	will	delete	them	at	a	later	stage.	All	you	have	to	do
is	to	deposit	everything	into	the	map	and	let	the	nonlinear	way	the
brain	works	dictate	the	process.	Don't	worry	if	initially	it	makes	no
sense	at	all.	It	could	well	lead	to	other	ideas	just	perfect	in	the	final
product.	You	could	easily	create	the	mental	spark	required	for	some
brilliant	ideas	spot	on	for	another	chapter	or	even	for	a	different



book	altogether.

Images	to	words
The	main	thing	is	to	capture	and	create	ideas.	Mind	mapping

is	perfect	for	inspiring	creativity	and	stimulating	your	thinking.
Opening	up	your	mind	and	throwing	ideas	into	your	mind	map
canvas	will	provoke	the	grey	cells	inside	your	head.	Mind	mapping
helps	you	get	past	the	information	overload	you	might	feel	when
you	first	get	started	on	a	project.	It	can	also	help	you	if	your	head	is
feeling	particularly	empty	and	you	still	want	to	get	something
going.	The	fact	it	works	in	a	very	organic	and	intuitive	visual	way	is
what	makes	mind	mapping	so	stimulating.	Many	of	us	think	in
pictures	and	mind	mapping	is	a	great	way	to	turn	words	into	images
and	back	into	more	words.	With	mind	mapping	done	properly	you
are	going	to	get	an	infusion	of	clarity	in	your	brain.



OPML	is	Your	Friend
The	trick	is	to	get	the	text	out	of	the	mind	mapping

application	in	a	format	to	use	in	the	next	step	in	the	process.	Usually
you	will	use	the	OPML	format	which	is	used	by	both	mind	maps
and	also	by	our	step	number	two	which	is	using	an	outliner.	The
process	will	be	slightly	different	depending	on	whether	you	are
doing	this	within	iOS	on	your	iPad	or	if	you	are	working	on	your
Mac.	Slight	changes	might	have	to	be	made	due	to	the	way	that	the
iOS	system	works	with	files	differently.	The	operating	system
platform	you	are	using	affects	the	overall	workflow.	If	you	use	an
application	with	versions	for	both	iOS	and	the	Mac,	then	you	will
find	it's	easier	to	do	some	mix	and	match	of	the	stages	of	writing.
You	can	still	make	it	all	work	effectively.	You	won't	have	to	do	any
fiddling	about	with	file	formats	to	make	it	work	right.	Watch	the
videos	-	a	step	by	step	guide	to	each	part	of	the	Good	and	Geeky
Writers	workflow.	All	you	need	to	know	now	is	that	it's	easy	to
move	the	text	from	step	to	step.	Mind	map	to	outliner,	outliner	to



Scrivener	or	mind	map	straight	to	Scrivener.	You	can	even	send	text
back	in	the	other	direction.



Step	2	-	Outlining
It	could	be	a	struggle	to	bring	in	text	from	the	mind	map	in

the	best	format	for	outlining.	Especially	if	you	use	the	mind	map
incorrectly.	You	don't	want	to	put	large	paragraphs	of	text	into	the
mind	map	within	the	nodes	of	the	map	itself.	There	is	a	better	way
to	do	it	and	this	book	shows	you	the	best	process	so	you	don't	have
these	road	blocks	in	front	of	your	creative	process.

Corkboarding
Whether	you	need	a	separate	outliner	tool	is	questionable.	It

is	possible	to	do	some	of	your	outlining	within	the	mind	mapping
application.	Scrivener	also	has	outlining	tools	included	for	you	to
use.	The	outlining	can	still	take	place,	even	if	you	go	directly	from
iThoughts	or	MindNode	into	Scrivener.	Scrivener	does	a	pretty
good	job	of	outlining	in	the	side	bar	of	the	app	(The	Binder)	where
your	chapters	are	arranged	in	the	Draft.	There	is	also	the	cork	board
for	rearranging	of	chapters	and	headlines.	The	cork	board	is	just



another	way	of	outlining.

Dedicated	tool
There	are	the	specific	outliner	applications	created	just	for

outlining.	Flexibility	is	the	name	of	the	game	for	the	final	Good	and
Geeky	workflow.	There	are	advantages	to	working	with	an	outliner
as	it	was	designed	for	the	job.	It	forces	you	to	consider	the	flow	of
your	book.	Use	the	dedicated	outliner	tool	when	there	is	a	larger
number	of	ideas	to	organise	in	your	document.	Exactly	how	the
outlining	gets	done	will	depend	upon	how	big	the	article,	book	or
webpage	is	expected	to	be.	It	will	also	depend	on	whether	you're
going	to	be	using	mostly	mobile	devices	to	do	it	or	just	sticking
with	the	desktop	computer.

The	long	and	the	short	of	it
A	shortened	version	of	our	workflow,	will	work	particularly

well	for	shorter	documents	you	produce,	like	web	articles.	Pieces



such	as	these	will	thrive	when	you	take	a	direct	approach.	Once	you
have	a	good	and	geeky	writers	workflow	working	for	you	to
produce	articles,	you	can	stick	to	it.	Your	work	will	be	better,	have
more	depth	and	be	properly	organised.

Outlining	in	iOS	or	in	Scrivener
When	outlining	on	the	iPad	it	is	so	simple	to	use	the	touch

interface	and	drag-and-drop.	There	is	less	of	a	case	for	using	an
outlining	tool	when	you	are	using	your	Mac	and	you	can	outline	in
Scrivener.	Five	minutes	juggling	with	the	chapters	to	get	them	in	the
right	order	and	adding	or	deleting	where	necessary.	You	can	then
get	on	to	the	meat	and	potatoes	of	the	job	which	is	writing.



All	in	Proper	Order
You	can	organise	chapters	and	the	topics	inside	them	within

the	mind	map.	Grab	a	whole	topic	and	change	the	position	of	where
it	should	be	in	the	final	document	with	some	dragging	and	dropping.
The	ideas	arrived	randomly	into	the	first	stage	then	have	to	be
sorted	and	put	into	some	sort	of	order.	Readers	of	books,	for	some
strange	reason	like	to	have	the	material	presented	to	them	with
everything	organised	and	logical	so	it	makes	sense.	For	this	we	need
an	outlining	tool	where	it	is	easy	to	move	text	up	or	down	so	it	is
chronologically	going	from	start	to	finish.	Sometimes	it	is	necessary
to	move	an	idea	to	make	it	a	sub	idea	of	something	else	already	in
the	timeline.	With	an	outliner	it	is	easy	to	make	one	idea	become	a
child	of	a	parent	idea.	I've	found	three	solutions	to	outlining	and	you
can	use	all	three	of	them	in	the	final	writers	workflow.	Or	just	stick
with	one	way	of	doing	it.



Outline	in	the	Mindmap.
Outline	using	an	Outliner.
Outline	in	Scrivener.



Step	3	-	Write	the	words
When	the	text	arrives	in	Scrivener,	the	outliner	has	already

set	up	the	chapters	or	the	topics	of	your	article.	Even	when	going	for
the	shorter,	quicker	workflow	route,	the	draft	of	the	document	will
be	clearly	organised.	Each	smaller	part	of	the	text	will	have	its	own
section	and	it	will	be	more	or	less	in	the	right	order	when	imported.
(Unless	you	organise	in	Scrivener)	All	we	want	to	do	when	we	get
into	Scrivener	is	to	open	up	the	sections	and	start	writing.	Filling	in
what	needs	to	go	into	that	part	of	the	final	document.	It	is	also
possible	at	this	stage	to	add	extra	sections.	Or	we	can	split	up
sections	already	there,	to	suit	the	logical	flow	of	the	reading
experience.	Just	make	your	choices	as	you	go,	be	creative.



Scrivener	Does	it	All
Scrivener	is	one	of	those	applications	which	will	do	just

about	everything	from	start	to	finish	if	you	let	it.	Well	nearly,	it
doesn't	have	the	mind	mapping.	You	could	if	you	wanted,	have	your
starting	point	for	your	piece	with	the	making	of	an	outline	in
Scrivener.	You	could	just	put	in	your	titles	for	each	section	of	text,
do	a	bit	of	arranging	and	then	start	filling	in	the	gaps.	In	Scrivener
you	have	the	split	pane	view	where	you	can	have	some	research	to
one	side	and	your	writing	space	in	a	pane	on	the	other	side.	Great	to
have	all	your	clippings	and	ideas	and	background	materials	all	in
one	place	and	where	you	are	going	to	write.

Compile	the	book	in	Scrivener
Scrivener	is	also	great	for	the	last	part	of	the	writers	job.	It

will	output	whatever	you've	written	into	the	proper	format	to	present
to	your	public,	your	readership.	That	could	be	for	a	webpage,	it
could	be	an	article	for	some	other	publication.	It	could	be	an



manuscript	for	a	complete	book,	it's	what	Scrivener	was	made	for.



Step	4	-	Editing	and	Re-Writing
Phase	four	of	the	good	and	geeky	writers	workflow	is	the

editing.	In	many	ways,	the	editing	is	where	the	real	writing	takes
place.	There	are	tools	you	can	use	to	analyse	your	writing	and
suggest	where	you	might	make	changes.	I	recommend	two	apps	you
will	find	handy	for	the	editing,	Marked	2	and	Hemingway	App.	We
get	a	readability	score	and	can	rework	the	words	to	make	them	as
readable	as	possible.	This	is	where	you	will	split	sentences	which
are	long	and	unwieldy,	get	rid	of	unnecessary	words	and	not	have
too	much	of	the	passive	voice.	Hemingway	App	is	brilliant	for	this
in	both	editing	mode	and	in	the	writing	mode.	It	is	excellent
software	and	well	worth	using.	Marked	2	lets	you	see	the	eBook
formatted	text	from	the	Scrivener	project.	You	can	use	it	to	do	a
read	through	and	find	typos,	grammar	problems	and	readability
issues.	If	you	are	writing	a	book	for	the	Kindle	store,	it	is	advisable
to	give	the	book	another	read	through	(or	many)	in	the	Kindle	app
on	your	iPad.	Re-write	sentences	completely	as	your	first	draft



might	not	make	any	sense	at	all	in	places.	I	like	to	read	my	writing
out	aloud	to	hear	what	it	sounds	like	and	decide	whether	it	makes
any	sense.	This	helps	me	detect	gobbledegook	that	has	crept	into	it
without	me	noticing.



MIND	MAPPING



Doing	the	Mind	Map
Work	fast	and	with	flow,	for	maximum	creativity.	The	faster

you	can	do	this	part	of	the	writers	workflow,	the	better.	You	want	to
stay	completely	in	the	zone.	Being	in	the	writing	zone	is	a	fantastic
place	to	be	for	a	writer.	The	ideas	come	thick	and	fast	and	one
brilliant	idea	will	make	the	connection	to	the	next.	Don't	mess	about
with	the	formatting	and	the	look	of	the	mind	map,	only	concentrate
on	the	words	and	the	ideas.	From	the	central	point	of	the	mind	map,
you	should	be	using	one	or	two	words	which	are	there	only	to	lead
you	to	the	next	link	in	the	chain.	There	is	no	reason	why	you
shouldn't	throw	in	a	sentence,	if	it	is	a	particularly	creative	and
snappy	set	of	words.	This	is	what	writing	is	all	about	after	all.	Use
pictures	too	if	it	helps,	some	apps	let	you	add	images	to	your	mind
maps	to	make	them	even	more	energetic.







Essence	of	a	Mind	Map
You	start	off	with	an	initial	idea	as	your	centre	point	on	the

canvas	of	your	mind	map.	Then	you	expand	out	from	the	centre
point,	your	central	idea.	You	add	nodes,	bubbles	or	whatever	you
would	like	to	call	them,	extending	the	branches	and	spreading
outwards.	It	is	a	well	known	fact	our	brains	work	in	weird	and
mysterious	ways.	By	that,	you	should	read,	random	or	crazy	and
almost	certainly	not	linear.



Children	and	siblings
One	idea	on	a	map	will	lead	to	another	idea	or	several.	You



should	add	your	nodes	wherever	they	might	connect	and	fit.	So	for
this	you	are	going	to	need	child	nodes	providing	a	direct	link	from
the	previous	idea.	There	are	sibling	nodes	which	are	ideas	that	are
going	off	in	whatever	direction.	These	ideas	just	run	side-by-side
with	the	previous	ideas	you've	created.	There	will	be	occasions
when	you	want	to	have	a	call	out	to	draw	attention	to	an	idea
contained	in	one	of	your	nodes	on	the	canvas.	This	callout	isn't
necessarily	going	to	lead	to	other	things	and	if	it	does	then	you	can
convert	it	into	a	node	later.	There	will	be	times	when	you	need	to
put	a	node	between	existing	nodes.	In	iThoughtsX	for	the	Mac	you
can	do	this	by	adding	a	parent	node	to	a	child	node	already	there.	A
new	node	goes	into	the	gap	in	between.

Making	the	connections
When	you	are	creating	your	mind	map	you	don't	have	to

limit	yourself	to	having	one	mind	map	on	the	page.	You	don't
always	have	to	connect	one	node	to	another.	With	iThoughtsX	you



can	create	a	new	starting	point	from	a	floating	node.	You	can	also
break	apart	one	of	the	branches	of	your	map	and	have	as	a	separate
mind	map	on	your	canvas.	If	you	see	a	connection	between	two
nodes	on	the	opposite	ends	of	the	mind	map	you	can	use
iThoughtsX	to	take	care	of	that.	It	lets	you	make	a	connection
between	the	two	distant	nodes	with	a	joining	line.	When	you	are
working	with	your	mind	map	you	should	work	fast,	intuitively	and
as	loose	as	possible.	



Focusing	and	Organising
When	working	on	a	mind	map	there	will	be	times	when	you

want	to	concentrate	on	a	specific	set	of	ideas.	So	it	is	possible	to
fold	back	branches	of	the	map	so	you	hide	them	from	view.	You
leave	open	just	the	one	you	want	to	work	on.	All	you	have	to	do	is
to	click	on	the	minus	icon	which	is	to	the	side	of	one	of	your	nodes
and	the	rest	of	the	branch	will	disappear	from	view.	With
iThoughtsX	you	can	select	a	topic,	then	hit	a	number	from	0	to	9	on
your	keyboard.	It	will	then	only	show	as	many	descending	levels	as
you	want	to	see.	The	level	one	ideas	are	the	nodes	which	sprout
directly	out	of	your	central	idea	and	these	will	be	your	chapter
headings	for	your	book.	If	you	click	on	the	central	node	and	then
press	number	one	then	you	just	see	these	first	chapter	headings.	If
you've	created	a	large	mind	map,	you	can	collapse	the	mind	map	all
in	one	go	and	then	choose	just	one	of	the	chapters	to	concentrate	on.

Divide	and	conquer



You	can	even	take	a	whole	section	of	your	mind	map	and
disconnect	it	from	the	rest	of	the	mind	map	making	it	something
entirely	separate.	This	lets	you	save	some	useful	work	and	move	it
into	a	new	file	for	a	new	project.	It's	a	good	way	to	tidy	things	up	if
the	whole	mind	map	is	becoming	too	unwieldy.	To	achieve	the
same	thing	would	be	to	select	a	part	of	a	mind	map	(That	could	be
one	or	more	branches)	and	export	only	what	you've	selected.	So	you
have	a	main	document	you	are	keeping	all	together	and	yet	still
have	new	documents	you	can	work	on	separately.	Lots	of	options	to
choose	from	when	mind	mapping.

Move	the	ideas	around
After	you've	done	the	brainstorming	or	brain	dump	of	your

ideas	you	may	want	to	do	some	rearranging.	You	can	take	one	node
and	drag	it	over	the	top	of	another	node	so	it	gets	a	different	parent
node.	When	you	do	this	and	there	are	child	nodes	connected	to	the
one	you	are	moving,	then	the	whole	of	that	branch	will	move	with



it.



Being	Creative
Brains	don't	work	in	the	same	way	as	computers.	You	have

to	let	the	inventiveness	of	the	mind	jump	from	one	thing	to	another,
seemingly	without	any	rhyme	or	reason	and	to	just	do	its	thing.
Whatever	you	throw	into	the	melting	pot	of	your	mind	map	will
either	have	a	use	as	something	in	its	own	right,	or	will	stimulate
more	ideas.	Most	of	it	will	be	useful	in	one	way	or	another.	Letting
the	imagination	flow	in	this	way	will	allow	you	to	end	up	with	a
much	more	interesting	and	fully	fleshed	out	final	piece	of	work.
You	can	even	do	separate	mind	maps	for	sub	sections	of	the	main
piece.	It	depends	on	the	size	of	the	work	you've	got	in	front	of	you
whether	you	feel	the	need	to	split	things	up.	Concentrate	on	specific
parts	where	necessary.



iThoughtsX	Magic
You	have	your	starting	point	in	the	centre	of	the	page	and

everything	flows	out	from	the	root.	You	don't	have	to	have	any	real
plan	apart	from	the	desire	to	express	whatever	ideas	you	might	have
onto	your	mind	map.	If	it	comes	out	of	your	head	and	wants	to	go
onto	the	page	then	let	it.	If	it	is	something	not	connected	and	not
useful	in	the	final	document,	then	it	can	be	deleted	at	a	later	stage.
The	reason	you	let	it	go	in	there	and	take	space,	is	because	the	brain
is	an	awesome	instrument	which	works	in	strange	ways.	If	that	lump
of	grey	matter	in	between	your	ears	is	crazy	enough	to	make	the
connection	in	the	first	place	to	whatever	you	are	working	on,	then
the	idea	should	be	in	the	first	draft	of	your	mind	map.	Continue	on
with	your	bizarre	connections	adding	more	and	more	over	time.	It
will	often	be	good	to	leave	the	mind	map	for	a	day	or	two	and	jump
back	in.	Your	brain	will	make	more	connections	you	might	not	have
come	up	with	before.	You	go	from	one	idea	to	another,	which	will
lead	to	the	inclusion	of	even	more	ideas.	The	more	you	do,	the	more



you	will	have	to	choose	from	for	your	final	work.	This	way	of
working	could	be	impossible	for	some	people	who	can	only	think	in
a	linear	fashion.	Even	for	those	sorts	of	people	it	is	worth	making
the	effort	to	work	this	way.	Mind	mapping	is	guaranteed	to	expand
and	enhance	your	creative	process.



Titles,	Headers	and	Topics
As	you	should	be	doing	brainstorming	in	a	fast,	lightning

quick	creative	effort.	Most	of	the	nodes	of	the	mind	map	will	be	just
one	or	two	words.	Short	is	good	when	you	export	out	from	the	mind
map	to	put	into	the	outliner	tool	or	directly	into	Scrivener.	These
nodes	will	be	the	chapter	titles,	headers	and	topics	for	your
document.	It	is	because	of	this,	you	should	try	to	leave	the	larger
paragraphs	of	text	for	the	next	stage	of	the	process.	You	don't	want
to	have	the	momentum	of	this	creativity	to	stall,	so	if	a	long
sentence	or	a	paragraph	ends	up	as	a	node	on	your	mind	map,	then
don't	worry	about	it.	You	can	deal	with	this	lump	of	text	trying	to	fit
in	a	small	space	in	Scrivener	as	a	title,	by	copying	and	pasting	it	out.
Another	thing	you	can	do	with	iThoughtsX	is	to	create	a	note	for	the
node	and	put	the	large	body	of	text	into	that	note.	Depending	upon
which	outliner	tool	you	use	later,	you	may	have	to	go	back	and
retrieve	the	note	to	put	back	into	the	work.	It	can	get	lost	by	the
export,	import	process,	depending	on	which	software	you	use.



Going	from	mind	map	to	Scrivener	when	you	have	large	notes
connected	to	nodes	is	OK.	Your	ideas	will	not	be	lost	as	you
transfer	the	data.



Are	You	a	Visual	Sort	of	Person?
If	you	are	a	visually	biased	type	of	person,	you	will	find

some	organisation	of	the	ideas	can	be	done	in	the	mind	mapping
application	itself.	You	can	take	a	node	and	drag	it	so	it	connects	to
another	and	it	becomes	a	child	node.	You	can	arrange	the	nodes	in
your	mind	map	by	doing	some	dragging	and	dropping	at	any	of	the
levels.	At	the	top	right	is	the	first	chapter	in	your	book	or	article.
The	next	node	underneath	will	be	chapter	two	and	so	on.	This	will
give	you	a	head	start	for	when	you	do	the	organising	within	the
outliner	application.	Dragging	and	dropping	things	in	you	mind	map
canvas	is	a	super	way	to	organise	your	book	chapters.





How	the	data	is	organised	in	a	mind	map	ready	to	make	the
chapters,	headings	and	sub	headings.	On	the	left	is	iThoughtsX	and
on	the	right	is	Byword	with	the	markdown	converted	to	HTML
formatted	text.



Native	Apps	Vs	Web	Apps
There	are	lots	of	Mind	Map	applications	made	for	using	on

the	Mac.	There	is	MindNode	and	iThoughtsX	and	plenty	of	others
available	through	the	App	Store.	So	you	will	not	be	short	of	apps	to
choose	from.	It	is	also	easy	to	find	some	applications	that	are	web-
based.	Be	aware	web-based	applications	can	be	a	problem	if	you've
got	a	slow	Internet	connection.	The	advantage	of	using	a	web	based
app	is	that	you	have	it	available	even	if	you	don't	always	have	your
own	computer	to	work	on.	If	you	work	using	a	Chromebook	then
you	will	have	to	take	the	route	of	cloud	mind	mapping	apps.	Mind
mapping	on	the	iPad	and	on	the	Mac	is	more	satisfying.



Mind	Mapping	on	the	Mac



Choosing	a	Mind	Map	App
If	you	have	a	look	in	the	Apple	App	Store	and	do	a	search

for	mind	map	you	will	see	a	large	selection	of	mind	map
applications	to	choose	from.	There	are	one	or	two	of	these	which
are	free.	There	are	the	free	versions	of	SimpleMind,	MindMaple,
NovaMind,	Mindix	and	more.	Is	possible	to	get	started	with	mind
mapping	with	no	costs	involved,	aside	from	owning	a	computer.
This	gives	you	a	chance	to	try	out	a	couple	of	applications	to	find
out	if	any	of	them	suit	you.	Then	there	are	some	ranging	in	price
from	a	couple	of	euros	or	dollars,	to	applications	you	could	spend
nearly	€50	for.	If	price	is	a	big	consideration	for	you	then	start	off
by	testing	out	some	free	applications.	Definitely	a	good	way	to	go.
At	the	same	time,	it	will	be	a	little	bit	of	a	limitation.	It	is	also	worth
looking	for	apps	which	have	a	sister	application	for	mobile	devices.
It	is	a	huge	boon	to	have	an	something	you	can	work	on	your
mobile	device	that	syncs	across	to	a	desktop	application.	This
allows	you	to	be	more	flexible	and	mobile	with	your	writer's



workflow.	There	are	times	when	it	is	good	to	be	in	a	different
physical	situation	to	stimulate	your	creative	thoughts.

Coffee	and	thinking
A	typical	scenario	could	be	you're	at	your	local	coffee	shop

sitting	outside	watching	the	world	go	by.	You	might	be	there	just	to
get	a	drink	and	some	food	and	do	some	thinking	(Thinking,	a
dangerous	pastime).	It	is	great	if	you	can	whip	out	your	mobile
device	and	capture	your	thoughts	and	ideas	direct	into	a	mind	map.
On	the	other	hand,	you	could	jump	into	an	outlining	tool	or	even	a
note-taking	application	to	capture	those	ideas	so	you	don't	forget
them.	One	of	the	things	you'll	want	to	do	is	to	get	those	ideas	into	a
mind	map	on	your	Mac.	If	you	are	using	iThoughts	on	your	iPad
then	the	mind	map	you	create	can	sync	across	to	your	Mac.	You	can
continue	fleshing	out	your	ideas	in	the	office.	Other	applications
with	both	mobile	and	desktop	applications	would	be	SimpleMind,
MindNode	and	Trout.



Choose	something	that	looks	good
Take	your	time	with	making	your	choice.	Try	out	a	couple

of	the	free	ones	and	see	if	they	suit	what	you	want	for	your	mind
mapping	experience.	Make	sure	the	one	you	go	for	can	export	out	as
OPML.	OPML	is	the	format	you'll	need	to	use	to	get	your	mind	map
into	an	outliner	or	into	Scrivener.	Maybe	it	will	be	important	for
you	that	you	can	also	add	images	onto	your	mind	map	and	so	you
should	take	that	into	consideration	too.	Seeing	as	you	will	be
looking	at	this	application	on	your	screen	often,	then	you	should	get
something	that	looks	good.	It	is	not	vital,	but	it	is	nice	to	have
something	you	are	happy	to	spend	some	time	with.

Professional	mind	mapping
My	recommendation	is	iThoughts	or	MindNode	Pro	as	I

have	used	and	liked	both	of	these.	Both	pairs	of	mind	mappers	will
do	everything	you'll	need	from	a	mind	mapping	application.	They



work	well	in	a	Good	and	Geeky	Writers	Workflow.	MindNode	is
great	for	professional	mind	mapping.	Lately,	I	have	started	to	use
the	application	iThoughtsX	on	the	Mac.	I	went	with	this	because	I'm
using	the	iOS	version	of	it	on	my	iPad.	iThoughtsX	does	have	lots
of	facilities	I	am	pleased	with.	One	feature	I	find	extremely	handy	is
the	option	to	export	out	to	markdown.	You	can	export	to	markdown
from	the	iOS	application	as	well.	Send	the	markdown	text	to	your
text	editor	on	iOS,	for	example,	Byword.	Scrivener	imports
markdown	which	is	another	useful	option	to	have	for	moving	the
text.



MindNode
MindNode	is	a	straightforward,	no-nonsense	mind	mapping

application.	You	have	the	usual	starting	point	in	the	centre	of	your
workspace.	You	can	easily	add	new	nodes	expanding	out	from	your
centre	point.	You	can	quickly	throw	new	nodes	in	there	by	tapping
the	enter	key	a	couple	of	times	after	you've	finished	typing	in	the
text	you	want	on	the	present	node.	If	you	want	a	new	child	node	you
hit	the	tab	key	or	you	can	tap	on	the	plus	symbol	you	see	when	you
are	hovering	over	a	node.	There	are	also	buttons	on	the	top	menu
bar	allowing	you	to	add	new	nodes	and	connections	between	nodes.
MindNode	has	a	neat	little	trick	where	you	can	fold	in	the	child
nodes	by	tapping	a	button	in	the	menu	bar.	You	can	fold	those
nodes	back	out	again	from	the	same	set	of	buttons.	This	is	great
when	you	want	to	focus	on	a	specific	part	of	your	mind	map.	You
can	work	better	without	the	distraction	of	the	rest	of	the	mind	map
being	in	your	face.



New	parents
If	as	part	of	your	arranging	you	need	to	add	a	node	in

between	nodes	you've	made	already,	you	can	add	a	new	parent
node.	It	is	also	possible	to	add	a	new	main	node	so	you	could	have
more	than	one	mind	map	on	the	same	mind	map	sheet.	MindNode
represents	good	value	for	money.	I	would	have	been	happy	to	stick
with	it	except	for	standardising	on	using	the	mind	mapping
application	from	the	same	developer	as	my	favourite	iOS	app.	I
could	have	bought	the	iOS	version	of	MindNode	to	make	the	pair,
but	went	with	iThoughtsX	because	I	like	the	export	to	Markdown.
Seems	to	me	iThoughtsX	makes	slightly	nicer	looking	maps.
Nothing	in	it	though,	to	choose	between	them	for	making	mind
maps,	both	of	them	do	a	great	job.	I	am	happy	to	have	Mindnode	on
my	computer	and	I	will	sometimes	use	it	for	a	change.



iThoughtsX
iThoughtsX	for	mind	mapping	on	the	Mac.	I	like	the	look	of

iThoughtsX	and	had	been	using	the	version	on	the	iPad.	Due	to
being	comfortable	with	it	I	decided	to	buy	the	Mac	version.	You	hit
the	enter	key	to	add	a	new	sibling	node	or	you	add	a	new	child	node
by	hitting	the	tab	key.	This	makes	it	quick	to	add	more	ideas	to	your
mind	map.	If	you	dictate	the	words	in	to	the	nodes	and	use	the
keyboard	for	adding	new	entries	then	you	can	quickly	build	an
extensive	mind	map.	There	are	other	features	such	as	being	able	to
add	a	callout	or	putting	a	boundary	around	a	set	of	nodes.	A	node
can	have	a	note	associated	with	it	and	you	pull	down	the	notes	area
from	the	top	of	the	main	window.	That	is	where	you	should	put
anything	longer	than	four	or	five	words.	It	is	easy	to	add	icons	or
images	to	your	mind	map	to	make	it	more	visual.	The	visual	side	of
things	in	a	mind	map	is	fairly	important,	it	is	this	part	of	the	brain
we	use	to	create	and	stimulate	ideas.	It	may	slow	you	down	messing
about	with	images,	but	it	could	be	worth	the	effort	for	you.	Drag



and	drop	them	in	from	the	Finder.

Rainbow	coloured	mind	maps
There	are	other	settings	you	can	change	to	alter	the	view	of

the	mind	map	such	as	the	shape	of	the	nodes.	If	you	like	using
colours	you	can	have	it	so	each	new	main	idea	comes	out	as	the	next
colour	of	the	rainbow.	You	set	this	in	the	preferences	by	selecting
the	style	you	prefer.	There	are	ten	styles	built	into	the	application
and	you	can	create	your	own	custom	styles.

Sharing	to	natives
When	it	is	time	to	share	out	your	mind	map	you	have	a	few

possibilities,	one	of	them	being	a	native	iThoughtsX	format.	You
will	only	need	that	if	you	share	to	another	computer	with
iThoughtsX.	The	two	formats	we	are	interested	in	for	the	Good	and
Geeky	Writers	Workflow	is	the	mind	map	OPML	format	and
markdown.	You	can	export	out	to	Microsoft	Word,	PowerPoint,



webpage	and	also	PDF.	For	good	measure	it	will	export	to	native
formats	of	other	mind	mapping	apps.

Learn	the	shortcuts
The	application	opens	up	quickly,	is	stable,	easy-to-use	and

looks	good.	You	don't	need	to	spend	much	time	setting	it	up	or
learning	how	to	use	it.	It's	not	going	to	take	long	before	you	can	be
an	expert	at	creating	mind	maps	using	iThoughtsX.	All	you	have	to
do	is	to	learn	a	couple	of	those	keyboard	shortcuts	to	create	your
child	and	sibling	nodes.	Writing	creativity	is	yours	for	the	taking	if
you	start	by	using	iThoughtsX.



iPad	Mind	Mapping



Using	the	Touch	Interface

My	favourite	place	to	make	mind	maps	is	on	the	iPad	even
though	I've	got	iThoughtsX	on	the	Mac.	Making	mind	maps	is	a
tactile,	personal	type	of	thing	and	that's	why	the	iPad	is	just	so
pleasant	to	use.	It's	efficient	when	I'm	using	Siri	dictation	to	fill	out
the	nodes	on	the	mind	map	with	my	thoughts	and	ideas.	There	is	a
menu	bar	at	the	top	you	can	use	to	create	new	child	nodes	and	new
sibling	nodes.	This	is	relative	to	the	node	you've	got	selected	at	the
time.	There	is	also	a	button	to	create	callouts	which	I	don't	tend	to
make	a	lot	of	use	of.	Then	you	can	also	make	links	between	other
nodes,	wherever	they	are	in	the	mind	map.

Finding	brilliant	ideas
When	you	are	putting	the	text	into	your	mind	map	node	the



first	thing	to	do	is	to	create	a	new	child	node.	All	you	have	to	do,	is
to	tap	on	the	spacebar	three	times.	You	will	also	need	to	create	new
sibling	nodes,	so	following	dictating	the	text	in	using	Siri,	you	just
tap	the	return	button	three	times.	This	is	a	quick	and	intuitive	way	of
working.	You	will	be	surprised	at	how	quickly	you	can	populate	a
large	mind	map	with	your	brilliant	ideas.

Let	it	percolate
A	good	way	to	look	upon	this	part	of	the	processes	is	as	a

time	for	you	to	naturally	develop	and	grow	the	whole	project.	It	is
part	of	the	research	for	you	work.	Spend	an	hour	or	two	of
feverishly	adding		ideas	and	thoughts	into	your	mind	map	and	then
put	it	away	for	a	day	or	two.	When	you	get	back	to	it,	you	will	see
other	ideas	and	connections	you	can	make.	This	is	the	way	our
brains	and	our	memory	tends	to	operate.	Ideas	will	multiply	if	you
let	them	take	a	rest	between	sessions.



Nodes	to	chapters
It	is	all	a	very	simple	process.	You	will	soon	have	all	the

titles	for	your	chapters,	headers	and	topics,	ready	for	filling	in	in
your	writing	software.	Each	one	of	your	nodes	is	going	to	be	a
starting	point	for	you	to	write	your	main	content.	The	nodes	will	be
the	chapter	titles	organising	the	various	topics	below	them.	Before
you	move	your	writing	process	to	the	next	stage,	the	outlining,	you
can	use	the	visual	nature	of	the	mind	map	to	organise	what	you've
created	already.	Same	as	you	would	in	the	Mac	version	of	the	app.



Drag	and	Drop	to	Organise
So	you	have	created	a	branch	in	the	mind	map	which	is

better	suited	as	one	of	the	nodes	to	be	a	chapter	title.	You	can	grab
the	node	and	the	child	nodes	that	hang	from	it	and	move	over	the
central	node.	

Whichever	way	you	are	working	with	your	mind	map,	at	the



top	right	corner	there	will	be	the	first	node	of	the	sequence.	This
will	be	your	chapter	1	and	you	can	rearrange	other	nodes	to	set	up
the	order	you	want	the	document	to	follow.	You	go	in	a	clockwise
motion	from	the	starting	point	in	the	top	right-hand	corner.	This
way	you	can	do	some	visual	outlining	in	your	mind	map	before	you
get	to	the	outliner	application	or	Scrivener.	Merge	two	nodes	by
choosing	the	merge	option	instead	of	the	left	or	right	arrow	when
you	drag	over	the	top	of	another	node.

Blogging	with	Byword
It	isn't	going	to	take	too	long	to	organise	a	short	document

with	just	one	main	title	and	three	or	four	level	two	headers.	If	it	is	a
smaller	final	document	you	can	export	directly	out	from	the
iThoughts	application	into	where	you	plan	to	do	the	actual	writing.
From	the	iOS	version	you	can	share	out	to	markdown	and	open	up
in	your	favourite	text	editor.	You	can	go	straight	to	Byword	without
having	to	go	anywhere	near	Scrivener	on	the	Mac.	How	you	work



this	will	also	depend	upon	the	final	output	of	the	document.	
Sometimes	you	will	keep	it	all	on	the	iPad	and	other	times	you	will
get	the	words	to	the	Mac	to	finish	off.	If	it	is	going	to	the	web	via	an
application	like	MarsEdit,	then	open	the	mind	map	in	the	sister	app
on	the	Mac,	iThoughtsX.

Blogging	with	Blogsy
There	is	nothing	stopping	you	from	using	your	iOS	device	to

do	all	of	the	blogging	process.	You	can	take	the	pictures,	do	the
mind	mapping,	outlining	and	the	writing,	all	on	the	iPad.	Choose
from	super	apps	for	blogging	like	Blogsy	or	you	can	blog	directly
out	of	the	paid	for	version	of	Byword.	You	also	have	an	app	from
the	people	that	make	Blogsy,	that	takes	care	of	getting	the	pictures
uploaded	to	your	website.	Do	the	image	uploads	straight	from
Blogsy	if	you	prefer.	If	you	know	what	you	are	doing	with	the
technical	side	of	things	then	the	FTP	app	Transmit	will	also	let	you
do	jobs	like	that.	It	has	never	been	easier	to	blog	on	the	move.	I



have	the	iPad	Air	with	the	SIM	card	slot	and	I	nearly	always	have
internet	connection	so	I	can	keep	up	to	date	with	my	blogging
schedule.



Be	Flexible	-	Just	In	Case
You	need	to	have	an	open	mind	about	what	will	be	the	final

outcome	for	the	document.	Often	you	could	easily	start	something
you	think	will	be	short	and	sweet.	Once	you	get	into	it	with	the
mind	map	and	start		putting	the	flesh	onto	the	bones,	you	end	up
with	a	fuller	document	that	goes	into	greater	depth.	The	short
document	ends	up	being	much	longer	than	originally	planned.	It	is
for	this	reason	we	are	looking	at	having	a	writers	workflow	as	a
three	or	four	step	process.	A	workflow	to	take	care	of	anything	that
is	likely	to	come	up	in	your	writing	work.	Instead	of	producing	a
disorganised	final	piece	that	is	difficult	to	read,	by	using	outlining
after	making	a	mind	map,	you'll	have	a	good,	well	thought	out
document.



OUTLINING



Why	Use	Outlining
What	is	outlining?	Outlining	is	a	process	where	you

organise	what	you	are	going	to	write	before	you	write	it.	This	is	for
the	people	that	don't	like	to	write	by	the	seat	of	their	pants.
Outlining	is	for	writers	who	want	to	build	the	framework	of	the
story	or	the	document	so	that	they	know	how	it	is	going	to	flow.	A
fiction	writer	will	be	able	to	identify	the	beginning,	the	middle	and
the	end.	Within	these	parts	the	outliner	fiction	writer	will	have	the
list	of	scenes.	There	is	always	room	for	diverging	from	the	set	path
in	an	outline,	but	you	can	always	go	back	and	change	where
necessary.	Working	with	an	outline	is	just	being	organised.

Don't	over	do	it
An	outliner	tool	is	basically	a	text	document	in	which	you

have	your	chapters	and	your	main	headings.	It	isn't	the	place	to
write	your	story,	you	do	that	in	Scrivener.	When	you	are	outlining
your	level	one	mind	map	nodes	are	your	chapters.	Level	two	will	be



your	main	headings	and	then	level	three	will	be	your	subheadings.
When	you	are	writing	fiction	you	will	probably	only	need	level	one
for	the	chapters	and	level	two	will	be	the	scenes	within	those
chapters.

It's	not	rocket	science
All	you	need	from	an	outliner	is	to	be	able	to	select	an	object

such	as	a	chapter	and	to	be	able	to	move	it	to	where	you	need	it.	If
the	chapter	has	other	levels	below	it	then	those	should	get	moved	at
the	same	time.	You	could	say	that	in	some	ways	it	is	a	cut	and	paste
process	without	needing	to	do	cut	and	paste.	Sometimes	you	need	to
take	a	subheading	and	turn	it	into	a	chapter.	So	you	would	be
moving	it	up	a	level,	or	move	an	item	you've	set	as	a	chapter	and
make	it	a	subheading.	All	of	the	basic	outliner	applications	will	do
this	either	as	keyboard	control	operations	or	through	drag-and-drop.
It	isn't	complicated	and	you	can	easily	get	by	with	a	free	outliner.
You	might	not	even	need	to	have	a	specific	application	to	do	this	if



you	can	achieve	the	same	task	within	your	mind	map	or	within	your
writing	software.

When	to	move	on
If	you	are	working	with	a	large	mind	map,	even	with	a	large

27	inch	Mac	screen	you	will	find	it	gets	rather	spread	out.	This
could	be	a	good	time	to	do	the	outline	organising.	It	is	going	to	be
far	easier	to	bring	the	text	into	the	outliner	tool	and	to	work	on	it	in
there.	You	will	already	have	the	subtopics	well-organised	beneath
the	main	topics	in	the	mind	map	so	that	in	the	outline	tool	you	can
tell	it	to	collapse	all	items.	This	will	give	you	just	the	chapter	or
article	headers	which	you	can	then	move	up	or	down	so	the	story
you	are	telling	will	make	some	sense.	Have	your	outliner	tool	as	the
right	tool	for	the	job	of	making	the	project	into	something	linear.
Keep	the	mind	map	mainly	for	the	free	flow	of	ideas	and
brainstorming.	If	the	operation	of	your	writers	workflow	is	well
defined	in	your	head,	then	it	will	make	sense.	You	will	know	when



to	stop	fiddling	with	the	mind	map	and	to	move	on	to	the	next	part
of	the	writing	process	in	the	outliner	tool.



Illogical	to	Linear	and	Readable
Outlining	is	for	turning	the	illogical	form	of	mind	maps	into

logical	and	linear.	One	of	the	questions	about	outlining	is	how	much
work	should	you	do	in	it	before	moving	to	the	word	editor.	It's
going	to	take	as	much	time	as	it	needs.	Unless	it's	a	huge
complicated	work	with	many	levels,	then	you	could	get	as	much	of
it	done	as	you	need	in	ten	to	fifteen	minutes.	What	we	have	created
in	the	mind	map	and	the	outline	gives	us	our	writing	start	point.	Be
organised	and	it	will	give	you	a	good	framework	for	your	words.

Favourite	writers	software
My	favourite	word	editor/processor	is	Scrivener	which	also

has	some	tools	for	organisation	of	chapters.	It	is	good	to	have
outliner	tools	specific	to	the	job	so	you	have	a	choice	of	where	you
do	that	part	of	the	process.	I	can	keep	Scrivener	to	do	the	full	on
writing	of	the	book	or	article	or	whatever	I'm	writing.	Sometimes	it
will	be	best	to	go	straight	to	Scrivener	which	also	has	outlining



tools.	The	mind	map	gives	you	the	chapter	titles	and	the	headers.
None	of	the	Geeky	Workflow	is	written	in	stone	so	do	whatever
works	for	you.	Make	your	personal	choice	depending	on	how	your
brain	works.



Using	OPML
Using	OPML	for	bringing	in	text	from	mind	maps	and

outliners.	OPML	is	the	standard	format	for	working	with	lists	that
involve	any	indentation	of	text.	Fortunately	this	format	is	also	the
de-facto	standard	for	using	within	mind	maps.	That	makes	it	is	easy
to	export	out	from	a	mind	map	into	an	application	you	use	to	do
outlining.	You	will	use	the	same	format	to	move	the	work	into
Scrivener.	Make	sure	when	you	do	the	export	and	import	process
between	the	applications	it	handles	the	process	the	way	you	expect.
Or	go	with	the	Good	and	Geeky	suggestions	and	know	that	it	just
works.

Better	in	pairs
There	are	application	pairs	you	can	use	to	synchronise

across	from	the	Mac	to	the	iOS	versions	and	back	again.	This	is
useful	and	makes	the	flow	flexible	between	platforms.	When	you
get	the	text	to	where	you	want	it,	you	don't	want	extra	weird



formatting	messing	things	up.	In	a	couple	of	my	tests,	instead	of	the
whole	workflow	being	streamlined,	the	text	needed	more	work	to
clean	it	up.	I	have	got	past	those	problems		and	found	the	right	apps
for	the	workflow.	The	applications	iThoughts	for	mind	mapping	and
Cloud	Outliner	for	the	outlining	work	great	with	Scrivener.	The
OPML	file	format	is	perfect	for	moving	to	whichever	stage	of	the
Good	and	Geeky	writers	workflow.



A	Step	by	Step	Process
Here	is	a	step	by	step	tutorial	for	moving	your	work	out	of

iThoughtsX	into	other	applications.	You	can	view	the	tutorial	in
Clarify.	(Internet	connection	needed.)

http://wizardgold.clarify-it.com/d/c4w4yw


Mac	Outliner	Contenders



Outliner	Apps	to	Choose	From
Choosing	your	Mac	software	to	do	your	outlining	work.

There	are	outliner	apps	for	the	Mac	varying	in	price	from	the	free
ones	like	Cloud	Outliner	Lite	to	the	expensive	ones	such	as	Outline
at	€26.99	or	Omni	Outliner	Pro	for	€89.99.	It	is	worth	giving	the
free	ones	a	bit	of	a	try	before	you	bite	the	bullet	and	lay	down	good
hard	cash.	With	some	of	these	applications	you	can	go	to	the
website	and	get	a	trial	version.	Great	idea	to	try	them	out	before	you
spend	your	money.	Some	of	them	just	do	a	light	version,	so	you	can
at	least	get	a	feel	for	what	the	application	works	like.	You	would
have	to	be	incredibly	serious	to	go	for	the	top	priced	outliner
programs.	After	all	my	research	I	am	inclined	to	think	Scrivener	is
the	place	to	do	the	outlining.	It	saves	a	step	in	the	process	and	does
as	much	as	is	needed.	We	will	have	a	look	at	the	outliner	app
contenders	anyway..



Omni	Outliner
You	would	expect	Omni	Outliner	to	have	bells	and	whistles

coming	out	of	its	ears	due	to	the	high	price	and	the	even	higher
price	for	the	pro	version.	How	many	extras	and	usability	features
can	you	put	into	an	application	that	is	for	outlining?	In	the	end	it	is
only	text	that	we	are	dealing	with.	An	outliner	is	just	a	step	along
the	way	in	between	mind	mapping	and	doing	the	writing	in	a
application	like	Scrivener.	If	you	are	getting	someone	else	to	buy
this	for	you	or	you	can	write	it	off	as	a	business	expense,	it	would
be	the	best	one	to	go	for.	Is	it	the	best	because	it	is	the	most
expensive?	I	am	more	price	sensitive	and	I	am	prepared	to	try	out	a
few	others	first.	See	if	there	is	a	way	to	outline	without	compromise
and	spend	less	money.

Suck	it	and	see
It	is	easy	to	import	an	OPML	file	from	iThoughtsX	and	do

some	at	outlining	in	the	trial	version	of	OmniOutliner.	When	the



outlining	is	finished	we	want	to	export	it	out	and	put	it	into
Scrivener.	I	quite	like	the	importing	of	markdown	files	into
Scrivener,	but	I	can	also	use	OPML.	The	facilities	it	offers	are	wide-
ranging,	but	there	are	one	of	two	things	missing	such	as	markdown
export.	As	you	would	expect,	it	does	all	the	basic	things	well.	Move
topics	within	the	document	and	also	indenting	and	outdenting	of
items	no	problem.	If	you	really	need	to	export	to	markdown	then	the
best	thing	to	do	is	to	export	as	OPML	first	and	then	open	the	file	up
in	iThoughtsX	and	then	do	the	export	from	there.	The	application	is
well	featured,	but	I	think	that	a	lot	of	it	is	for	the	fiddling	about	with
a	look	of	an	outline.	All	you	really	want	from	an	outline	application
is	to	be	able	to	organise	the	main	topics	and	subtopics	easily	so	you
can	export	it	ready	for	filling	in	the	actual	text	of	the	finished
product.	The	money	is	better	spent	on	using	a	less-expensive
Outliner	which	does	all	that	you	need	it	to	do.



Scribe	-	Intuitive	Outliner

An	interesting	feature	Scribe	outliner	has,	is	you	can	also
record	audio	while	you	are	writing	your	outlines.	So	this	would	be
useful	if	you	are	in	a	meeting	or	in	a	presentation	and	you	need	to
create	an	outline	as	you	go.	This	feature	of	recording	audio	and	at
the	same	time	taking	outline	type	notes	can	only	be	used	in	the



format	which	is	native	to	the	application.	You	don't	get	the	audio
recording	if	you	are	editing	an	OPML	file.	To	take	notes	and	record
audio	the	same	time	hit	the	button	at	the	top	in	the	menu	bar.	This
just	opens	up	the	audio	recording	panel	and	you	have	to	press	the
record	button	before	it	starts	to	record.	During	playback	I	was
expecting	there	would	be	an	animation	of	the	text	appearing	as	the
audio	was	playing	as	I	have	seen	in	iOS	applications	that	do
something	similar.	That	didn't	happen	with	Scribe	and	maybe	it	will
be	a	feature	the	developer	will	put	in	later.	It	would	be	useful	to	see
exactly	at	what	point	in	the	recording	you	made	the	note.	It	would
also	be	good	if	it	worked	the	other	way	around	where	you	could
click	on	a	note	and	the	audio	would	jump	to	the	right	place	in	the
recording.

Outline	themes
For	moving	the	text	around	you	have	keyboard	shortcuts	to

move	lines	of	text	up	and	down	and	in	and	out.	Learn	the	keyboard



shortcuts	and	you	will	find	this	useful	and	quick	in	operation.	I
expected	to	be	able	to	use	the	mouse	or	trackpad	to	move	text
around	within	the	document	and	it	was	a	disappointment	when	this
wasn't	possible.	Overall,	the	application	is	minimal	and	specific	in
the	way	that	it	is	made	to	be	used.	It	is	excellent	for	making	simple
notes	and	to	record	audio	at	the	same	time.	You	get	a	few	options
for	the	look	of	your	document	in	terms	of	text	size	and	spacing
within	the	lines	of	text.	You	can	choose	between	four	different	types
of	outline.	There	are	academic,	legal,	bulleted	list	or	checkbox.	If
you	use	the	checkboxes	you	can	put	a	tick	in	the	box	and	use	the
application	as	a	list	manager.	The	best	way	to	get	the	text	out	and
into	Scrivener	is	to	use	the	OPML	format.	Scribe	is	not	a	bad
application	and	could	be	just	what	you	are	looking	for	for	outlining
in	your	workflow.	I	am	happy	to	keep	this	application	on	my	Mac
for	the	occasions	I	might	use	it.	I'm	more	likely	to	use	an	application
that	lets	me	move	things	around	using	the	mouse	or	trackpad	too.



Cloud	Outliner

Cloud	Outliner	is	not	bad	looking	and	you	can	move	things
around	easily	using	the	mouse	or	trackpad.	If	you	are	a	king	of	the
keyboard	and	prefer	to	move	things	around	with	keyboard	shortcuts,
you	get	all	the	necessary	commands	you	need.	There	is	an	extra



shortcut	command	in	this	app	which	is	useful	to	easily	split	a	row.
You	just	put	the	cursor	where	you	want	to	start	the	division	and
press	Ctrl	+	Enter.	A	handy	little	trick	for	the	odd	occasion	when
you	might	need	it.	In	the	pro	version	you	can	also	configure	your
keyboard	shortcuts	if	the	standard	ones	don't	suit	you.	In	Cloud
Outliner	you	can	also	get	it	to	show	checkboxes.	If	you	put	a	tick	or
checkmark	in	a	checkbox	to	signify	the	task	is	done,	there	is	also	an
option	to	hide	lines	that	have	been	checked.

Evernote	synchronisation
There	is	a	light	version	of	Cloud	Outliner	for	Mac	so	you

can	try	if	for	free.	If	the	app	works	well	for	you,	maybe	you	will	be
tempted	to	spend	the	nine	euros	it	will	cost	to	buy	the	full	version.
This	is	a	good	price	for	a	fully	functional	outliner	that	works	very
well.	I	will	be	sticking	with	it	as	my	outliner	of	choice.	If	you	buy
the	pro	version	you	also	get	Evernote	and	iCloud	synchronisations.
As	you	might	expect	with	it	having	a	synchronisation	with	iCloud



there	is	a	version	you	can	buy	for	the	iPad.	As	expected	you	can
import	and	export	through	OPML.	Also	export	out	to	PDF,	although
that's	not	a	requirement	we	need	for	the	Geek	Writer's	Workflow.

OSX	and	iOS	combination
After	trying	the	application	on	the	iPad	I	decided	that	I

would	get	the	full	version	for	the	Mac.	So	now	I	have	the	best
combination	for	outlining	across	iOS	and	the	Mac.	When	I	am	out
and	about	and	I	have	the	urge	to	work	on	some	document	as	an
outline,	I	can	do	so	and	know	whatever	I	do	will	be	synchronised	to
my	Mac.	A	good	way	to	bring	together	the	mobile	and	desktop
computing	strands.



Tree

I	went	with	a	recommendation	from	an	online	friend	and
chose	to	spend	a	small	amount	of	money	on	the	application	called
Tree.	It	is	pretty	easy	to	use	and	to	get	your	text	organised	into	the
linear	format	you	need	to	put	into	a	book,	an	article	for	the	web	or



for	wherever.	Apart	from	having	the	normal	list	type	outlining	view
you	also	have	a	tree	shaped	view.	It	can	be	useful	to	have	different
ways	of	looking	at	your	words	to	see	how	it	all	fits	together
sometimes.	Just	by	looking	at	a	text	in	a	different	way	or	format	you
often	find	things	you	wouldn't	have	noticed	otherwise.

Looking	at	the	branches
It	is	not	a	pretty	looking	app	after	you've	used	mind	mapping

to	do	your	initial	brain	dump	of	ideas.	When	you	are	using	this
application	you	may	decide	to	do	more	of	the	organisation	of	the
text	within	the	mind	map	before	you	do	a	final	quick	check	of	the
organisation	in	Tree.	It's	a	good	outliner	app	and	it	gets	my
recommendation	for	using	on	the	Mac.	I	bought	it	and	I	have	also
paid	for	the	iOS	Cloud	Outliner.	Having	synchronisation	with	an
app	pair	working	across	Mac	OSX	and	iOS	is	appealing.	If	you	do	a
lot	of	work	away	from	the	office	and	want	to	have	it	immediately
ready	for	you	on	your	Mac,	Cloud	Outliner	is	a	good	choice.



FoldingText
There	are	any	number	of	applications	you	can	use	to	work

with	text	and	in	particular	working	with	markdown.	FoldingText	is
an	application	which	I	have	come	across	recently	and	it	looks
useful.	I	like	the	way	it	is	possible	to	click	on	the	hash	symbol	for
the	level	one	header	and	to	fold	away	any	text	underneath	it.	This
makes	it	very	easy	to	clear	away	any	distractions	and	to	just	work
on	the	part	of	the	document	you	want	to	concentrate	on.	When	you
have	each	of	your	paragraphs	folded	away	you	can	easily	see	the
broad	outline	of	your	work.	Good	for	outlining	in	that	respect.	Use
the	keyboard	shortcuts	to	move	whole	sections	up	and	down	in	the
running	order.	FoldingText	is	all	about	using	plaintext	and	you	can
make	it	do	all	sorts	of	things	with	extras	you	can	add	to	it.

FoldingText	for	the	keyboard	jockey
This	could	find	a	way	into	the	workflow	of	certain	types	of

writer.	Those	of	you	who	can	remember	the	keyboard	shortcuts	to



get	things	done	will	fit	right	in	with	FoldingText.	Move	a	complete
branch	with	the	keyboard	shortcut	(Ctrl-Opt-Up).	That	will	send	the
section	forward	in	the	document,	or	you	can	use	the	down	arrow
instead	to	move	it	in	the	other	direction	(Ctrl-Opt-Down).	The
application	doesn't	seem	to	work	with	OPML	and	so	doesn't	really
fit	in	with	the	Good	and	Geeky	Workflow.	It	does	work	very	well
with	markdown	and	it	also	adds	to	the	markdown	syntax	with
controls	to	make	it	a	to-do	editor,	amongst	other	things.	I	would
think	it	is	quite	likely	somebody,	somewhere	has	added	OPML
capabilities	to	it	by	using	some	sort	of	script.	You	can	use
AppleScript	and	also	JavaScript	with	this	application.	We	do	all	like
to	work	in	different	ways	and	this	FoldingText	application	could	be
just	the	thing	for	you.	There	is	a	trial	version	so	you	can	test	it.



Word	Processor	Outlining



Use	Word	-	Are	you	kidding?
You	can	organise	by	outlining	in	a	word	processor,	but	I

don't	recommend	it.	The	WYSIWYG	word	processors	give	you
paragraph	styles	you	can	use	to	organise	your	document.	You	could
start	off	in	something	like	Word	or	Pages	and	plan	out	your
document	by	just	making	a	list	of	your	headers	before	you	do	any
writing.	You	could	make	subheadings	from	your	main	list	to	further
plan	what	is	going	to	be	in	the	document.	With	a	bit	of	cutting	and
pasting	you	can	change	the	order	of	these	things.	Not	as	easy	as	you
can	move	things	around	when	using	an	outliner	or	a	mind	map,	but
it	can	be	done.	This	is	more	suitable	for	something	which	is	going	to
be	a	short	document.	Using	a	word	processor	you	don't	get	the
option	of	collapsing	sections	down	into	their	headers,	to	get	an
overall	picture	of	the	flow.

Not	a	fan	of	MS	Word
I	am	not	a	fan	of	using	Microsoft	word	for	any	of	my	writing



and	I	certainly	wouldn't	want	it	for	the	outlining	process.	My	view
is	that	Scrivener	or	another	application	specifically	designed	for
authors	and	writers	is	the	way	to	go.	I	know	some	writers	do	still
use	Microsoft	Word	as	their	program	of	choice	for	doing	their
writing.	I	suspect	the	reason	for	this	is	the	unwillingness	to	embrace
change.	There	is	the	inertia	that	comes	from	people	just	wanting	to
stay	with	something	they	know.	The	best	way	to	be	creative	is	to
use	the	best	technological	tools	for	the	job.	This	includes	using
mobile	devices	for	capturing	the	ideas	to	put	into	words	while	out
and	about.	To	be	good	and	geeky	you	want	to	use	mind	maps	to	let
the	creativity	fly	out	of	your	brain	in	the	most	natural	way.	I
consider	Microsoft	Word	to	be	a	legacy	application	that	is	best	used
for	business	purposes.	Word	is	not	what	us	creative	types	should	be
using.



Using	Scrivener	for	Outlining
Scrivener	is	more	than	just	a	word	processor	as	it	has	a	wide

variety	of	tools	to	help	writers	and	authors	do	real	work.	There	is	a
built-in	outliner	within	Scrivener.	Over	on	the	left-hand	side	of	the
window	there	is	the	Binder	where	you	can	build	your	draft.	Make	a
folder	for	each	of	your	chapters	and	within	those	folders	you	can	put
text	documents	which	can	also	be	nested.	You	can	use	the	mouse	or
trackpad	for	some	drag-and-drop.	Easy	to	place	parts	of	your
document	exactly	where	you	want	them	to	be.	There	are	keyboard
shortcuts,	such	as	using	(Ctrl-Cmd-Up)	to	move	a	text	document	or
a	folder	in	the	direction	of	the	start	of	your	document.	Using	(Ctrl-
Cmd-Right)	will	indent	a	document	and	make	it	a	child	of	the	text
document	preceding.	

Short	and	sweet
When	you	want	to	go	for	as	short	a	workflow	as	possible

you	could	even	miss	out	the	mind	mapping	at	the	beginning.	If	you



do	this	then	there	is	no	better	application	to	get	started	on	your
project,	than	Scrivener.	You	can	keep	your	workflow	short	and
sweet.	Dive	straight	into	this	excellent	writer's	application	for
maximum	productivity.	In	the	Binder	you	can	add	the	headlines	or
titles	for	each	topic	you	want	to	cover	in	the	piece	of	writing.	Then
use	the	outlining	tools	to	organise	the	flow	of	it	all.	Another	way	is
to	just	have	one	single	text	document	and	just	let	rip	with	the	story.
It	is	simple	to	split	up	a	large	lump	of	text	into	separate	parts.	Then
you	can	do	some	reorganising	after	your	initial	burst	of	creativity.
There	is	a	keyboard	shortcut	you	can	use	to	split	a	text	into	subtexts.
Then	another	one	which	will	create	a	title	for	the	split,	from	text
you've	selected.

Keep	it	simple
It	is	simplicity	itself	to	bring	in	markdown	text	or	OPML

into	Scrivener	from	a	mind	mapping	application.	Following	your
basic	brainstorming	initially	in	iThoughtsX,	arrange	where	things



should	be,	within	the	mind	map.	So	the	order	is	more	or	less	correct
by	the	time	it	arrives	in	Scrivener.	Do	a	little	bit	of	finishing	off
with	the	organisation	of	the	logical,	linear	document	flow	so	that	it
is	going	to	make	sense	to	a	reader.	Then	start	filling	in	the	spaces
and	building	up	the	content	of	your	book.	The	writing	almost	writes
itself	at	this	stage.

Stay	flexible
Choosing	to	be	flexible	with	your	writer's	workflow.	To	a

large	extent	it	makes	sense	to	have	the	outlining	process	done
within	Scrivener.	You	have	a	shorter	writers	workflow	and	have	to
learn	and	deal	with	fewer	applications.	There	is	the	familiarity	of
using	your	favourite	mind	mapping	application	like	iThoughtsX	or
MindNode.	You	can	quickly	use	the	random	brainstorming	to	get
your	weird	ideas	out	of	your	head.	Then	you	just	get	into	Scrivener
to	do	everything	else.	The	flexibility	designed	into	my	own	personal
writers	workflow	means	that	will	be	one	of	the	options	I	will	most



definitely	use.	On	other	occasions,	it	may	feel	more	comfortable,
especially	when	using	the	iPad,	to	organise	in	an	outlining	tool	such
as	Cloud	Outliner.	Maybe	I	have	the	fancy	or	the	urge	to	use	an
outliner	on	my	Mac	such	as	Tree	even	though	I	could	do	what	needs
to	be	done	in	Scrivener.	Sometimes	you	just	have	to	use	the
workflow	that	just	feels	good	at	the	time.	It	is	all	part	of	being	a
creative	artist!



Outlining	on	the	iPad



Outlining	on	the	iPad

Cloud	Outliner	is	a	good	iOS	app	for	outlining.	It	has	a	sister
app	on	the	Mac	and	you	can	sync	your	work	across	easily.	It	isn't
anything	fancy	but	does	the	job	you	expect	from	an	outliner.





Outline	Pro	for	iPad
Outline	Pro	has	a	weird	interface	where	the	top	levels	are

separated	from	the	levels	below.	This	top	level	is	called	the
structure.	Move	the	rows	of	the	structure	up	and	down	in	the	order
of	the	document	by	hitting	a	gear	icon	in	a	panel	on	the	left.	You
can't	however	move	one	of	these	main	topics	down	a	level	to	indent
it.	You	can't	take	an	item	from	one	section	of	the	structure	into
another	without	doing	copy	and	paste.	So	if	you	are	bringing	in	a
mind	map	you	should	certainly	do	the	basic	arranging	before	getting
it	in	to	Outline	Pro.	





This	application	could	be	a	good	way	of	working	if	you	are
working	directly	in	it	to	make	your	outline.	Personally	I	think	the
structure	idea	is	too	limiting.	Even	though	this	is	an	application	I
paid	for	to	use	on	iOS,	I	can	with	certainty	say	it	will	not	be	staying
permanently	on	my	iPad.	I	will	be	using	one	of	the	other	outliner
tools	I	have	found.	You	can	see	which	one,	when	you	read	the	final
chapter.



OmniOutliner	for	iPad

What	gets	me	with	this	outlining	app	is	the	price.	I	won't	be
outlining	that	much	or	that	often,	to	warrant	buying	the	Rolls	Royce
model	of	outliner.	When	I	have	the	outline	of	a	document	exported
out	of	the	iPad	mind	mapping	app	I	can	just	use	Scrivener	to	do	the
outlining	instead.	Either	that	or	use	a	cheaper	iOS	outliner,	like
Cloud	Outliner.	This	is	my	preference.	You	could	have	more	of	a
justification	with	different	reasons	to	buy	Omni	Outliner	for	iPad.

Columns	like	a	spreadsheet
You	can	add	columns	to	your	outline,	in	which	you	can	put

checkboxes,	formatted	numbers,	pop-up	lists,	dates	and	so	on.	If
you	are	working	on	a	particularly	complicated	outline	then
something	like	this	could	be	useful.	Choose	an	alternative



arrangement	of	your	outline	list	and	you	get	the	ability	to	restore	to
the	original	order.

Does	it	need	to	be	pretty?
There	is	a	big	emphasis	upon	styles	within	the	Mac	version

and	I	expect	it	is	also	the	case	with	the	iPad	version.	I	don't
personally	think	an	outline	tool	is	the	place	to	make	your	text	pretty
and	presentable	to	other	people.	Your	outliner	should	be	the	tool	to
do	the	organising	before	writing.



CarbonFin	-	An	Outliner	for	iPad



CarbonFin	Outliner

CarbonFin	is	available	as	a	trial	version	as	well	as	the	paid
version	on	the	iTunes	App	Store.	You	can	move	items	with	drag-
and-drop	up	and	down	in	the	list	order	just	by	hitting	the	reorder
button	in	the	top	menu	bar.	This	gives	you	what	they	call	grippers,



over	on	the	right-hand	side	of	the	item	row.	Touch	and	hold	down
on	one	of	these	grippers	to	move	the	item	and	any	child	items
attached	to	the	topic,	to	put	it	where	you	want	it.	If	you	want	to
change	the	level	of	an	item	in	the	list	then	you	can	tap	on	an	item	to
select	it.	Then	use	the	left	and	right	arrows	situated	on	the	right	side
of	the	menu	bar.	Other	apps	let	you	do	this	with	dragging	and
dropping,	but	using	the	buttons	on	the	menu	bar	works	well	enough.
You	use	the	disclosure	triangles	on	the	left-hand	side	of	the	row	to
hide	or	expose	the	child	items	attached	to	that	row.	The	basics	of
outlining	are	well	covered	in	this	application	and	you	can	also	add
notes	to	a	topic.	When	you	are	not	in	reordering	mode,	there	are
icons	to	show	you	where	you	can	add	a	note.	You	will	see	there	is	a
different	icon	when	a	note	has	already	been	added.

Switching	views
In	landscape	mode	with	your	iPad	you	see	the	list	of	outline

files	you	can	work	with.	In	the	bottom	left-hand	corner	you	can	tap



on	the	plus	icon	to	add	a	new	outline	to	work	with.	Create	tags	to
apply	to	any	of	the	files	you	are	working	on.	Filter	a	long	list	down
to	a	set	using	tags,	so	you	can	easily	find	the	one	you	want.	There
are	a	few	switches	you	can	use	in	the	settings	for	the	outline,	such
as	whether	you	want	to	show	the	status	of	topics	or	if	you	want	to
show	notes.	Another	switch	gives	you	a	one	line	note	preview.

Icons	in	CarbonFin



CarbonFin	will	also	do	a	get	things	done	type	of	list,	if	you
add	a	checkbox	to	the	left	of	items.	For	a	big	complicated	type	of
list	you	could	use	this	feature	to	make	a	mark	when	you've	got	that
part	of	your	outline	organised.	On	the	menu	bar	in	from	the	left
hand	side	there	is	a	set	of	icons	giving	you	extra	facilities.	The	first



one	gives	you	a	choice	as	to	whether	it	is	a	task	or	not.	It	tells	you
the	date	or	time	that	the	item	was	created	and	whether	it	was
completed.	The	next	icon	will	create	a	new	topic	which	will	be	a
sibling	topic	to	the	one	that	is	currently	selected.	Another	icon	will
create	a	child	topic	from	your	selected	item	in	the	list.	If	you	need	to
delete	a	topic	from	your	outline	altogether	then	all	you	do	is	to	hit
the	trashcan	icon	and	hey	presto.	The	last	icon	in	this	set	of	icons	in
the	top	left-hand	corner	gives	you	a	set	of	tools	to	expand	all	or	to
collapse	all,	to	uncheck	all	or	to	copy	all.	This	is	also	where	you
will	find	an	undo	button,	a	redo	button	and	the	option	to	email	your
outline	out	as	either	a	simple	text,	full	text	or	as	OPML.



A	thumbs	up	for	CarbonFin	Outliner
Impressed	with	this	outliner	tool	and	in	my	testing,	it

worked	perfectly.	CarbonFin	didn't	give	any	problems.	I	was	able	to
import	into	it	from	iThoughts	on	my	iPad	and	export	out	of	it	using
OPML.	No	difficulties	to	use	the	OPML	formatted	file	directly	in
Scrivener	on	my	Mac	by	sharing	the	file	through	Dropbox.	There	is
another	synchronisation	option	available	and	that's	by	having	a
CarbonFin	Sync	account.	It	seems	you	can	only	choose	one	or	the
other,	either	Dropbox	or	through	CarbonFin.	Access	it	through	a
URL	which	you	get	from	the	Outline	Info.	CarbonFin	Outliner	is	a
good	contender	for	inclusion	in	the	Good	and	Geeky	Workflow.





Getting	it	in	and	out
It	is	simplicity	itself	to	get	a	large	mind	map	exported	out	of

iThoughtsX	using	the	share	button,	choosing	OPML	and	then	the
application	Outliner.	It	worked	perfectly	and	quickly.	I	have	no
complaints	whatsoever	about	being	able	to	get	text	into	CarbonFin
Outliner	application.	Exporting	out	ready	for	the	next	stage	is	easy
too.



Outlining	in	Other	iPad	Apps



Other	Applications	for	Outlining

There	are	a	lot	of	iPad	applications	to	choose	from.	Unless
you	get	a	free	app	or	light	version	of	an	app,	you	have	to	spend
some	money	to	try	apps	from	the	App	Store.	There	is	a	certain
amount	of	outlining	within	other	apps	made	for	tasks	like	note
taking,	but	also	do	some	outlining.	For	example,	Magical	Pad	which
has	a	version	for	the	iPad	and	also	for	the	Mac.	It	does	a	mixture	of
note	taking,	mind	mapping	and	outlining.	At	the	same	time	takes
other	sorts	of	images	and	documents	within	the	same	note	in	the
app.	Go	completely	mad	with	free-form	idea	development	and
expansion	of	your	ideas	within	an	application	like	this.

If	you	don't	want	to	spend	any	money	it	is	possible	to	do
outlining	in	other	sorts	of	applications.	This	could	be	done	simply	in



something	like	text	editing	app.	Use	one	of	the	headers	from	1	to	6
and	you	will	have	the	different	levels	depending	upon	the	header
you	use.	You	could	do	the	same	sort	of	thing	in	a	Word	document
although	I	don't	personally	recommend	using	Word	for	anything.
There	are	better	applications	that	are	not	bloatware	and	also	much
cheaper	to	buy	and	use.	An	option	would	be	a	list	manager,	but	that
will	only	give	you	a	one-dimensional	list.	If	you	are	looking	only
for	main	headers	for	your	documents	then	maybe	that	would	do.
There	are	also	note	taking	applications	that	will	give	you	indented
lists.	It	could	give	you	as	much	as	you	need	for	the	job	you	are
working	on.	Don't	do	it.	Get	one	of	the	free	outliner	apps	which	will
serve	you	better.



What	Works	Best
There	will	be	times	the	quickest	and	easiest	option	available

to	you	will	be	to	use	an	application	which	is	not	an	outliner.	You
have	an	idea	or	a	set	of	ideas	you	want	to	capture	quickly.	You	are
using	another	application	such	as	Evernote	or	a	list	making	app	like
Clear	or	just	any	old	text	editor.	You	could	be	working	on	your
iPhone	or	even	an	iPod	touch	and	you	have	to	just	work	with
whatever	you	in	front	of	you.	The	important	thing	is	to	make	sure
that	you	get	these	ideas	out	of	your	head	as	efficiently	as	possible.
So	I	suggest	you	use	whatever	is	at	hand	and	then	decide	what
you're	going	to	do	with	it	afterwards.	So	long	as	you	have	these
ideas	captured	in	some	place	or	other	and	a	way	to	get	back	to	them.
In	extreme	circumstances	writing	with	pen	on	a	napkin	or	the	back
of	a	beer	mat	is	going	to	be	the	way	to	go.	The	question	to	ask	is
where	did	you	lose	your	smart	phone?



Evernote	for	Outlining
Evernote	is	not	an	outlining	tool,	it	is	for	notes.	It	does	lots

of	other	great	things	besides	notes.	I	wouldn't	recommend	it	to	do
outlining	though,	not	if	you	can	get	the	proper	tool	made	for	the
purpose.	If	you're	using	the	applications	for	Mac	and	iOS	called
Cloud	Outliner	then	you	can	send	an	outline	you	are	working	on
into	Evernote.	Useful	if	you	are	a	big	Evernote	user	and	you	like	to
have	Evernote	as	that	one	place	where	you	keep	everything.	I	do	use
Evernote	for	storing	information	on	my	Mac	and	my	iOS	devices.
All	computer	users	could	probably	find	a	use	for	Evernote	somehow
or	other,	if	not	for	outlining.



Thinkbook
	Think	book	is	an	interesting	application	for	the	iPad.	Every

time	I	look	at	it	and	think	about	using	it	I	think	about	how	weird	is.
You	can	do	outlining	within	this	application	as	it	is	very	easy	to
make	a	line	indented	to	the	one	above	it.	Slide	a	note	to	the	right	to
make	that	happen.	When	you	want	to	move	items	up	and	down	the
list	is	where	it	tends	to	get	a	little	bit	strange.	There's	a	slider	on	the
right	hand	side	of	the	application	and	you	can	slide	a	line	to	the
slider	by	moving	your	finger	across	to	the	right.	You	must	do	this
on	the	right-hand	side	of	the	screen	as	if	you	do	it	on	the	left	it	will
just	indent	the	line.	With	the	item	within	the	slider,	you	move	the
slider	to	where	you	want	to	put	it	back	into	your	list.	Swipe	the	item
back	into	the	new	place.	At	first	it	seems	a	little	complicated,	but
once	you	get	used	to	it,	it	works	easily	and	fairly	intuitively.	You
can	even	rearrange	notes	by	dragging	them	to	the	slider	in	the	order
you	want	them.	Then	drag	them	back	out	again	all	together	and
organised	as	if	by	magic.	I	like	this	application	and	it	is	fun	to	use,



but	in	the	end	it	is	more	of	a	note	taking	application.	It	is	not	going
to	be	part	of	the	Good	and	Geeky	Writers	Workflow.





Idea	Sketch	-	An	interesting	App



Idea	Sketch

Idea	Sketch	for	text	and	flowcharts	of	ideas.	It	gives	you	a
canvas	on	which	to	put	your	ideas	in	a	mind	mapping	sort	of	way.
You	create	those	ideas	on	this	canvas	and	then	you	can	switch	to	the
text	based	outlining	view.	It	is	easy	for	you	to	create	connections



between	the	ideas	you've	generated.	The	whole	thing	is	simple	and
you	get	two	boxes	you	can	add	text	to,	for	each	of	the	ideas.	There
is	the	main	body	of	text	in	the	first	of	the	boxes	and	underneath
there	is	a	place	where	you	add	notes	connected	to	that	text.	Within
the	settings	you	can	decide	whether	you	want	these	notes	showing
on	your	canvas.	You	add	pictures	to	the	ideas	on	your	canvas	and
you	can	also	change	the	size	of	the	items	on	the	page.	If	want	to	use
colours	to	help	you	organise	everything,	you've	a	choice	of	eight
colours	within	the	palette.	These	colours	you	choose,	follow-
through	to	the	outlining	view	of	the	application.	If	you	hit	the
lightbulb	icon	in	the	bottom	menu	bar	you	get	to	choose	from	six
colour	palettes.	Choose	the	font	you	want	to	have	for	your	ideas	and
the	type	of	lines	linking	between	the	them.	Flowing	bending	lines
which	look	good,	straight	lines	with	right	angle	bends	or	a	simple
straight	line	between	each	item.	



Idea	Sketch	Import	and	Export
Bringing	text	into	the	application	is	simple	but	it	works.

First	of	all	select	some	text	elsewhere	on	your	iPad	or	iPhone.	Then
copy	it	to	your	clipboard	and	tap	on	the	lightbulb	icon	towards	the
bottom	right-hand	corner	of	the	IdeaSketch.	Tap	the	menu	item	for
Import	Text.	It	will	bring	in	whatever	you've	got	on	your	clipboard.
Each	line	of	the	text	you	bring	in	is	represented	on	your	canvas	as	a
separate	idea.	If	you	paste	text	with	indentations,	there	will	be
connections	between	the	top	level	and	the	child	level	of	your	text.
Go	to	the	outliner	side	of	the	application	to	make	the	connections.	If
it	all	gets	a	little	bit	disorganised	when	you	get	back	into	the
diagram	view	of	the	application	you	do	a	two	finger	swipe.	Idea
Sketch	will	automatically	arrange	everything	for	you.





The	bottom	line	on	Idea	Sketch
This	is	a	beautifully	designed	application	that	has	some	great

possibilities	for	a	way	of	working.	I	think	it	is	more	suited	to	the
shorter	article,	as	it	is	possible	to	tie	yourself	up	in	knots	with	the
links	between	the	various	ideas.	This	is	because	you	can	have
multiple	links	from	one	idea	off	to	another	set	of	other	ideas.	This
sort	of	linking	is	possible	with	mind	mapping	applications,	such	as
in	iThoughtsX	when	you	are	linking	notes	from	branches	that	are
not	connected.

Two	in	one
The	application	is	more	suited	to	the	first	phase	of	the

generation	of	ideas	for	an	article	or	a	story.	You	start	off	with	a
visual	process	with	the	separate	ideas	on	your	canvas	and	then	have
them	linked	together	afterwards.	Or	you	go	in	from	the	text	side	of
things	as	you	would	use	an	outliner.	If	you	are	not	sure	whether	you
want	to	do	a	mind	map	or	whether	you	want	to	make	an	outline	then



using	this	application	would	be	a	good	option.	Idea	Sketch	spans	the
gap	between	the	two	ways	of	working.

A	place	in	the	arsenal
My	own	preference	for	a	writers	workflow	would	be	to	keep

to	a	standard	personalised	workflow.	I	want	to	be	totally
comfortable	with	how	a	familiar	application	works.	I	don't	want	to
struggle	to	remember	how	an	app	works	to	be	able	to	use	it.	Even
so,	this	application	is	very	easy	to	use	and	quite	intuitive	and	could
have	a	place	in	your	arsenal	of	writing	tools.	The	text	comes	out	of
Idea	Sketch	as	plain	text	with	indentations	as	you	see	in	the	outliner
side	of	the	application.	The	easiest	way	to	get	the	text	out,	is	to	save
it	to	a	text	file	into	Dropbox.	Then	use	the	Open	In	option	in	the
Finder	on	the	Mac	to	have	the	text	go	to	the	outliner	app	called	Tree
or	Cloud	Outliner.	It	worked	a	treat	in	tests	and	could	be	used	as	a
workflow	starting	point.	





Sketching	ideas	uniquely
Idea	Sketch	is	unique	in	that	there	is	the	combination	of	the

mind	mapping	and	outlining	in	one.	It	is	a	free	application	with	one
in	app	purchase	available	-	a	plus	upgrade.	Even	though	Idea	Sketch
works	perfectly	well	without	buying	this	upgrade,	you	might	buy	it
anyway.	Give	the	developer	the	price	of	a	cup	of	coffee,	to	say
thanks	for	doing	such	a	great	job	in	making	the	application.	It	seems
in	the	free	version	there	is	a	limit	to	the	number	of	idea	sketches	you
can	keep	in	there	at	the	same	time.	This	is	reasonable	as	you	can
export	your	work	out	and	delete	the	work	you	are	not	working	on
any	more.	The	cost	of	the	application	in	relation	to	what	it	can	do	is
good	value	for	money.	I	would	recommend	getting	the	upgrade	if
you	find	you	like	using	it	for	creating	and	developing	ideas.	A	cool
application	and	good	to	have	on	your	iPad	to	use	from	time	to	time.
While	it	is	not	going	to	be	the	first	choice	in	the	geeky	writer's
workflow,	it	is	well	worth	keeping.



WRITING



Scrivener

The	best	application	bar	none	for	authors	and	writers.

There	is	many	an	author	that	uses	Word	from	Microsoft	for
writing	their	novels,	short	stories,	webpages,	articles	or	whatever.
Word	might	be	great	for	a	business	document,	but	it	is	not	the	best



writing	program	to	use	for	authors.	Some	of	the	best	tools	you	will
ever	find	have	been	made	by	people	that	have	an	itch	of	their	own
that	they	want	to	scratch.	This	is	the	case	with	Scrivener.	The
developer	of	Scrivener	wanted	an	application	that	fulfilled	all	his
needs	for	writing	of	the	creative	sort.	He	made	something	quite
brilliant.	It	is	a	mature	application	that	now	also	has	a	version	which
will	work	on	Windows.	Is	not	an	expensive	application	by	any
means.	If	you	are	still	using	other	applications	for	your	writing	I'd
say,	stop	messing	about	and	start	using	the	proper	tool	for	the	job.	



Scrivener	Offer

Get	20%	discount	off	Scrivener	regular	price
with	this	code

GOODANDGEEKY.	

http://www.getscrivener.com/
http://www.getscrivener.com/




What	Can	Scrivener	Do?
A	book	is	a	huge	undertaking	that	could	run	into	tens	of

thousands	of	words.	If	you	saw	before	you	got	started	what	it	would
require,	then	you	might	just	run	off	in	the	other	direction.	One	of	the
best	things	that	Scrivener	does	is	to	break	down	the	huge	task	of
writing	a	book	into	smaller	parts.	You	split	up	your	book	into
chapters	which	can	be	further	broken	down	into	individual	scenes	or
sections.	When	you	have	your	draft	broken	up	into	small	parts	like
this,	not	only	does	it	seem	manageable,	but	it	almost	becomes	easy.
Scrivener	gives	you	all	the	facilities	to	move	portions	of	your	book
around	to	where	you	need	them	to	make	the	whole	thing	work.
Scrivener	gives	you	outlining	tools	as	well	as	lots	of	other	writer
specific	solutions.	You	might	not	need	any	other	writers	tool	on
your	desktop	computer.	There	will	be	a	companion	app	for	use	on
iOS	some	day,	it	is	in	progress.	For	now	you	can	use	your	iPad	and
iPhone	for	collecting	your	thoughts	to	send	via	iCloud	or	Dropbox
to	your	desktop	computer.



Organise	first	or	do	it	later

Do	your	outlining	in	Scrivener.	If	you	have	your	OPML	data
created	correctly	in	the	mind	map	or	outliner	app	you	can	organise	it
before	you	start	writing.	Set	up	folders	for	chapters	and	text
documents	in	those	folders	will	be	the	sub	sections.	You	move	the
chapters	and	sections	around	with	drag	and	drop.	Or	you	can	use	the



Ctrl+Cmd	with	the	arrow	keys	to	move	chapters	and	sections	up	or
down	in	the	running	order.	You	use	the	left	and	right	arrows	for	the
indenting	and	outdenting	when	you	want	documents	to	be	sub-
documents	of	others.	Very	easy	to	set	it	all	up	and	possible	to	do	all
the	outlining	you	need	for	a	book.	



If	you	get	the	chapter	headings	into	Scrivener	and	you	are
itching	to	start	writing	one	or	more	of	the	sections,	leave	the
organising	until	later.	Keep	in	the	creative	flow	and	don't	get
distracted	from	it.	You'll	sort	things	out	better	later	when	some	of
the	writing	is	done.



Focus	on	Writing
There	are	times	when	you	don't	want	to	mess	about	with	the

formatting	of	the	work	or	even	see	the	whole	thing.	What	you	need
is	a	clean,	no	fuss	environment	that	lets	you	focus	on	the	words.
There	is	a	view	within	Scrivener	which	clears	everything	else	out	of
the	way.	You	just	see	the	part	of	the	document	you	are	working	on.
You	don't	have	any	interruptions	or	get	distracted	by	whatever	else
is	going	on	elsewhere	on	your	computer	screen.	Concentrate	on
getting	the	words	onto	the	page	in	the	right	order	in	a	creative
fashion.



Bringing	it	all	Together
When	writing	a	novel	you	will	undoubtedly	want	to	have	the

back	story	of	your	characters	nearby	you	as	you	write.	You've
gathered	research	in	Scrivener	about	a	place	or	some	process	to	be
included	within	the	story.	You'll	want	access	to	pictures	you	to	help
you	visualise	a	scene.	Put	all	this	within	Scrivener	and	have	it	in	a
research	area	that's	easily	accessible.	The	research	will	not	affect
how	the	book	looks	when	it	is	compiled	ready	for	publishing.	It	is
even	possible	to	add	an	audio	note	if	it	is	something	useful	to	your
writing	process.	There	is	a	split	screen	view	for	you	to	see	the
research	at	the	same	time	as	you	are	writing	your	story.	No	more
mistakes	like	a	character	having	blue	eyes	in	chapter	one	and	green
eyes	in	chapter	eleven.	Just	have	a	full	description	of	characters	in
your	research	files	to	look	at	and	check	against.	





Markdown	in	Scrivener
I	like	to	write	in	markdown	for	a	number	of	reasons	outlined

elsewhere	in	this	book.	Scrivener	is	very	good	in	that	it	supports
markdown.	You	can	bring	in	a	markdown	file	through	an	import
process	and	use	the	markdown	syntax	as	you	write.	I	recommend
the	use	of	the	Marked	2.	This	shows	me	a	view	of	what	my	writing
will	look	like	when	the	markdown	is	converted	into	the	HTML	as
used	in	ebooks.	Even	though	I	get	a	word	count	within	Scrivener,	I
might	just	be	looking	at	just	one	part	of	the	whole	document.	Using
Marked	I	get	to	see	the	word	count	for	the	whole	document	as	well
as	seeing	what	it	looks	like.	It	automatically	updates	as	you	add	the
writing.	When	compiled	in	Scrivener,	set	it	to	use	Markdown	for	the
bold	and	italic	text	in	the	final	version.	Don't	use	the	hash	tags	(#)
for	the	markdown	headings	as	that	doesn't	seem	to	follow	though	in
the	compile	process.



Useful	Little	Writers	Tools
When	writing	a	novel	you	will	have	characters	and	you	want

to	give	them	a	name.	Scrivener	has	a	useful	tool	which	will	give	you
loads	of	names	to	choose	from.	You	could	specify	you	want	to	have
names	typical	of	a	particular	region.	Specify	if	you	want	male	or
female	names.	In	the	Scrivener	Name	Generator	you	can	tell	it	to
attempt	alliteration,	like	Peter	Piper.	Or	tell	it	you	want	double-
barrelled	surnames.	If	I	decide	I'm	going	to	write	a	novel	based	here
in	Catalonia	I	could	get	the	name	generator	to	choose	from	popular
Catalan	names.	A	handy	little	tool	to	use	to	give	a	selection	of	as
many	names	in	a	list	as	required,	from	a	couple	of	names	to	a
hundred	or	more.	Just	choose	the	one	to	fit	your	character	best.





Comments	in	Your	Document
When	using	paper	rather	than	using	a	computer	you

sometimes	will	add	notes	using	a	highlighter	pen	to	remind	you	to
do	something	at	a	later	stage.	You	could	be	in	a	creative	flow	zone
and	not	wish	to	stop	in	the	middle	of	writing	your	piece.	Yet	you
know	in	that	part	of	your	novel	you	need	to	add	a	specific	piece	of
information	for	the	story	to	make	sense.	Rather	than	losing	your
creative	impetus	by	running	off	to	get	a	piece	of	information,	you
can	just	leave	a	note	as	a	comment	in	the	text.	This	looks	like	you've
taken	one	of	those	highlighter	pens	to	make	a	mark.	It	is	easy	for
you	to	get	back	to	that	highlighted	spot	later	in	the	writing	process,
when	doing	your	editing.





Labelling	and	Status
There	are	all	sorts	of	extra	little	tools	to	help	you	write	your

book.	You've	got	keywords,	in-line	annotations,	references	or	you
add	custom	meta	data.	Many	of	these	things	you	won't	need,	but	the
application	is	intuitive	and	easy-to-use.	None	of	the	extras	get	in
your	way	of	your	main	job,	which	is	the	writing.	Another	useful	tool
within	the	application	is	the	ability	to	add	labels	and	to	mark	the
status	of	parts	of	your	document.	So	you	have	labels	which	will	say
a	particular	part	is	a	concept	piece	or	a	summing	up.	The	labelling	is
helpful	in	getting	everything	into	the	right	order.	The	status	notes
for	sections	of	the	work	is	important	and	useful	too.	Just	written	a
piece	and	it	is	the	first	draft	then	mark	it	as	such.	After	editing	mark
it	as	a	revised	draft	or	a	final	draft.	Scrivener	automatically	keeps
track	of	when	parts	of	the	text	were	created	and	also	when	they
were	last	modified.



Snapshots
When	you	are	editing	create	a	snapshot	of	your	text	and	do	a

comparison	of	the	before	and	after.	New	words	added	are	in	blue
and	underlined	in	the	info	panel	to	the	right	of	the	screen.	Deleted
words	are	crossed	out	and	in	red.	There	is	a	button	at	the	top	right	to
do	a	roll	back	if	you	need	to.	You	get	a	prompt	to	make	another
snapshot	so	you	don't	lose	your	changes.	The	roll	back	button
changes	everything	back	to	as	it	was.	If	you	want	to	make	only



some	of	it	change	back,	at	least	you	can	see	where	the	changes	need
are	needed.





Arrange	it	on	the	Corkboard
Arrange	the	text	sections	of	your	book	using	the	folders	and

the	text	documents	in	the	binder	on	the	left	side	of	Scrivener.	There
is	also	the	cork	board	to	sort	your	chapters	and	scenes.	To	get	to	the
cork	board	use	the	keyboard	shortcut	Cmd+2.	What	you	see	is	a
visual	representation	of	the	whole	of	the	document	or	just	a	part	of
it.	It	looks	just	like	a	cork	board	with	index	cards	pinned	to	it.	The
index	card	has	the	title	of	the	text	document	which	could	be	the
chapter	name	or	it	could	be	a	section	name	within	the	chapter.	There
is	part	of	the	card	showing	a	synopsis	of	what	is	in	the	text
document.	For	a	novel	this	would	be	a	great	way	to	move	things
around	so	that	you	get	the	flow	of	the	story	just	right.	So	the	reader
doesn't	get	confused	when	reading.	This	is	also	good	for	non-fiction
to	use	for	arranging	the	order	of	the	sections	within	a	chapter.
Anything	you	do	in	the	cork	board	is	reflected	in	the	way	things
look	within	the	draft	you	can	see	in	the	Binder.	If	you	don't	see
anything	on	the	synopsis	part	of	your	index	card	then	you	can	get



Scrivener	to	auto	generate	a	synopsis.	Write	your	own	if	you	prefer.



Dictating	vs	Typing
My	preferred	writing	method	is	using	Dragon	Dictate

because	it	is	about	three	times	faster	than	writing	with	a	keyboard.	I
won't	even	consider	pen	and	paper,	that	is	the	past	and	is	far	too
inefficient	and	slow.	It	doesn't	take	long	to	train	the	software	to	your
voice	and	vocabulary.	There	is	a	training	when	you	get	started.	It
trains	both	you	as	the	speaker	to	speak	clearly	and	the	software
learns	as	you	continue	to	use	it.	I	have	heard	some	people	give	up
too	soon	and	don't	train	the	software	enough.	I	have	UK	Midlands
accent	and	it	still	understands	me.	DragonDictate	is	phenomenal
software	I	have	no	hesitation	to	recommend.	Look	out	for	offers
from	time	to	time.	It's	available	at	half	retail	price	sometimes.	I've
used	it	for	a	couple	of	years	now	and	I	love	it.

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZoIwuhikxeJW-OGGrVfTl2ho2e87U_i5


Writing	with	your	feet	up
You	could	be	lying	on	your	sofa	with	your	feet	up	and	your

voice	recorder,	dictating	your	ideas	you	can	convert	to	text	later.

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZoIwuhikxeJW-OGGrVfTl2ho2e87U_i5


Transcription	in	DragonDictate	is	workable,	but	speaking	directly
into	it	does	work	better.	Write	while	outside	in	the	fresh	air	with
your	iPad	or	your	iPhone.	Dictate	your	words	into	Siri	dictation	for
whichever	part	of	the	workflow	seems	best	at	the	time.	On	iOS	it	is
better	for	the	mind	mapping	or	outlining,	but	is	also	productive	to
dictate	longer	bodies	of	text	using	Siri.	With	the	predictive	text
working	so	well	since	iOS	8	you	can	speed	up	by	using	only	one	tap
to	input	a	complete	word.	More	than	compensates	for	not	having	a
proper	keyboard.	A	combination	of	dictating	a	few	sentences	and
then	reading	it	back	to	check	of	the	odd	word	correction,	works
great.	Double	tap	on	a	word	to	select	it	and	using	the	keyboard	to	do
the	replacement	is	quick	and	simple.	Siri	will	usually	get	most	of	a
sentence	correct	and	will	often	get	it	completely	correct.

A	need	for	privacy
DragonDictate	is	much	better	for	accuracy	and	speed	than

the	built	in	OS	X	or	Siri	dictation.	I	use	Siri	as	much	I	can	on	iOS



rather	than	type.	There	are	times	when	the	environment	is	too	noisy
or	the	internet	connection	isn't	good	enough.	Sometimes	there	are
too	many	people	around	and	you	don't	want	them	listening	to	what
you're	writing.	Horror	writers	or	writers	of	erotica	will	understand
that	problem,	I'm	sure.	



Flexibility	of	the	WorkFlow
When	using	Scrivener	for	a	short	document	and	the	ideas

come	from	a	brainstorm	session	in	iThoughtsX,	might	as	well	use
Scrivener	for	the	outlining.	There	are	easy	keyboard	shortcuts	you
can	use	to	move	the	structure	around	in	the	binder.	It	doesn't	take
long	to	have	it	all	organised	ready	for	filling	in	the	blanks.	No	need
for	disorganised	documents	and	Scrivener	is	the	tool	to	remedy	the
problem.

Splitting	and	pruning
Scrivener	excels	when	you're	using	it	for	longer	documents.

The	basic	process	will	be	the	same	as	for	a	short	document,	but	can
include	more	to-ing	and	fro-ing	between	it	and	other	applications.	It
is	likely	now	and	then,	to	go	back	into	a	mind	map	to	expand	a
chapter	of	a	book.	Having	a	workflow	like	this	ensures	the	final
articles,	webpages	or	books	are	in	written	greater	depth.	On
occasions	the	Good	and	Geeky	Writers	Workflow	would	take	it	all



too	far.	You	end	up	with	a	1000	word	piece	when	you	only	need
half	of	that.	You	have	to	cut	sections	out,	but	it's	better	to	have	too
much	than	to	little	to	work	with.	Sometimes	you	have	no	choice	but
to	deal	with	a	hard	limit	on	the	word	count	for	an	article.	Cutting
sections	will	then	make	the	final	product	more	succinct	and	to	the
point.



How	I	Use	Scrivener
I	am	integrating	Scrivener	more	and	more	into	how	I	write.

The	workflow	I	have	starts	off	with	the	mind	map	either	on	iOS	or
the	Mac	which	I	export	as	OPML.	Or	I	export	as	markdown	text	to
bring	into	Scrivener.	Other	notes,	writing	and	research	will	funnel	in
from	Byword	and	the	iOS	Drafts	app.	Either	I	move	directly	to
Scrivener	or	use	a	separate	outliner	tool,	such	as	Cloud	Outliner
for	Mac	or	iOS.	The	basic	structure	of	the	document	in	Scrivener	is
ready	for	me	to	start	writing,	filling	in	the	spaces.	I	prefer	to	write
via	dictation	into	a	DragonDictate	text	window.	This	is	due	to	the
way	DragonDictate	works	best	in	that	way.	So	what	I	do	on	the
Mac,	is	to	copy	and	paste	the	writing	from	DragonDictate	and	put	it
into	the	right	text	document	in	the	Scrivener	project.	There	has	been
a	recent	update	to	the	application	DragonDictate	and	dictating	direct
into	Scrivener	is	working	OK.

I	prefer	outlining	in	Scrivener	because	it	is	easy	and	I	am	in



the	right	place	for	my	writing	work.	I've	set	up	the	buttons	on	the
menu	bar	to	move	texts	to	where	I	want	them.	I	use	Ctrl+Cmd+
arrow	keys	to	move	things	or	just	drag	and	drop.

Blogging
I	have	been	used	to	doing	my	blog	posts	with	just

DragonDictate	and	Byword.	Now	I	spend	more	time	in	Scrivener
and	feel	comfortable	there,	I	have	started	to	keep	my	blog	writing	in



a	Blogs	Project.	Nice	to	have	everything	in	one	place.



Compile	the	Book
One	of	the	best	features	of	Scrivener	is	when	you	are	using

it,	you	just	write	and	forget	about	formatting	and	the	look	of	the
document.	When	it's	ready	to	publish,	use	the	Compile	functions	of
Scrivener	to	specify	the	format	of	the	final	work.	It	is	pointless	to
think	about	any	of	the	formatting	while	you	are	doing	the	writing,	it
is	a	distraction	to	do	so.	You	can	easily	take	a	document	and
compile	it	specifically	for	one	type	of	finished	piece	or	another.	One
editor	or	a	publisher	will	require	as	a	Word	doc,	another	only
accepts	as	a	PDF,	while	others	want	plain	text	markdown.	The
document	could	also	be	required	in	a	much	different	format	if	you
are	putting	it	straight	out	as	an	electronic	book.	No	problem	for
Scrivener	as	there	are	a	lot	of	different	compile	options.	Compile	as
a	process	seems	complicated	at	first.	There	are	templates	to	get	you
started	and	with	some	customising	and	testing	you	will	get	to	the
perfect	output.





Compiling	eBooks
I	send	my	books	to	the	Kindle	format	using	the	Compile

feature.	It	works	as	it	should	every	time.	I	compile	to	ePub	format	if
the	book	is	to	go	to	iBooks	Author	for	editing.



Scrivener	for	iOS	?
It's	been	at	least	one	or	two	years	the	developer	of	Scrivener

has	been	working	on	a	version	for	iOS.	It	would	be	great	to	have	a
direct	connection	between	two	versions	of	the	same	application	Mac
and	iOS.	It	is	useful	and	efficient	to	use	iThoughts	for	moving	mind
maps	in	this	way.	There	are	some	iOS	applications	that	do	have	a
tie-in	to	Scrivener	on	the	Mac,	although	I	haven't	used	them	to	any
great	extent.	I'm	more	likely	to	use	my	markdown	editor	on	iOS	and
Byword	is	excellent	using	a	connection	via	iCloud.	From	within
Drafts,	which	is	a	really	good	text	editor	for	Markdown	there	are	a
huge	number	of	export	options.	Send	via	Dropbox	and	Google
Drive	as	well	as	to	Evernote,	Simple	Note	and	Byword.	There	are
no	shortages	for	making	sure	that	the	text	is	shared	wherever	you
are	going	to	be	able	to	edit	further.	That	is	either	to	other	apps	on
the	iPad	or	by	sending	it	to	the	Mac	and	Scrivener.	Scrivener	for
iOS	will	be	welcome	when	it	does	arrive,	but	we	have	got	on	well
without	it	so	far.



EDITING	AND	RE-WRITING



Editing,	Writing	and	Re-Writing
The	editing	process	is	an	important	part	of	the	writing.	With

the	editing	you	can	take	the	text	you've	dictated	using
DragonDictate	on	your	Mac	and	copy	it	into	a	plain	text	editor.	This
gives	you	the	chance	to	have	a	second	pass	at	the	editing	with	a	read
through.	The	dictation	software	is	great	and	you'll	catch	some	of	the
mistakes	as	you	do	the	dictating.	You	can	use	TextEdit,	or	you
could	use	Byword	and	there	are	other	editors	just	for	plain	text.
What	you	do,	is	to	read	out	aloud	your	writing	and	make	the
changes	to	the	text	as	you	go.	There	are	some	typos	and	grammar
problems	you	won't	find	during	the	dictating	with	the
DragonDictate	software.	The	read	through	in	the	text	editor	is	for
finding	those	extra	few	mistakes	that	need	sorting	out.	You'll	add
some	commas	and	other	punctuation	as	part	of	this	read	through.	If
it	sounds	good	as	you	read	it,	then	it	will	probably	be	OK.	As	much
as	possible	have	your	writing	as	easy	to	read	and	as	clear	as
possible.	Check	for	the	length	of	sentences	and	the	readability.	It	is



not	a	problem	to	shorten	sentences	by	removing	a	joining	word	to
make	two	sentences.	Look	for	overused	words	and	get	some	variety
in	there.	There	are	other	applications	available	to	help	with	this
process	of	improving	your	writing.	The	Marked2		and	Hemingway
apps	are	invaluable.

Real	writing	is	in	the	editing
There	are	some	authors	who	are	famous	for	doing	four	or

five	rewrites	before	they	get	to	the	version	of	the	story	they	are
happy	with.	It	is	generally	accepted	your	first	draft	of	a	novel	will
be	rubbish	and	even	vomit	worthy.	A	first	draft	is	but	a	step	in	the
process.	Massage	your	words	and	cajole	them	into	submission
before	you	inflict	them	on	your	public.	Whatever	sort	of	writing
you're	doing	it	is	commendable	to	make	it	easier	for	the	reader	to
follow.	This	is	why	you	need	to	have	shorter	sentences	and	be	more
to	the	point.	Weed	out	of	your	writing	the	passive	voice	because	it	is
better	to	use	active	verbs.	It	is	all	part	of	the	writers	transformation



of	ideas	from	a	first	draft	and	onwards	to	a	second	draft	and	so	on.
Moving	it	along	to	make	it	worthy	and	something	you	can	give	to
your	readers.



My	Editing,	Rewriting	Workflow
This	editing	part	of	the	writing	workflow	you	can	take	care

of	in	a	good	and	geeky	way	with	some	great	software	applications
for	editing.

*	Stage	1-	Do	some	basic	verbal	editing	while	still	dictating
into	DragonDictate.

*	Stage	2-	Copy	and	paste	the	text	into	a	text	editor.	Give	it
the	first	read	through	to	catch	the	more	obvious	mistakes	missed	in
stage	one	of	the	editing	process.

*	Stage	3-	Use	either	Marked	2	or	the	Hemingway	app,	or
both	of	them.	It	is	at	this	point	you	do	rewriting	of	some	of	the
sentences	so	that	you	get	a	good	readability	score.	

Help	from	a	famous	author



Of	the	two	of	those	apps,	Hemingway	is	my	preferred	for
editing/writing.	This	is	because	I	can	edit	directly	within
Hemingway	itself.	Marked	2	is	designed	for	displaying	text	you	are
editing	in	another	application.	Marked	2	does	have	some	useful	and
detailed	document	statistics.	It	is	a	great	tool	to	use	for	the	final	read
through,	when	you've	got	everything	organised	in	Scrivener.



Marked	2	-	Just	a	Markdown	Viewer?
An	application	worth	using	is	Marked	2.	Use	this

application	to	convert	the	markdown	in	a	Scrivener	project	to	show
it	as	it	will	look	when	done.	It	converts	it	all	into	HTML	formatted
text.	In	the	latest	version	of	Marked	there	are	one	or	two	extra	tools
which	are	good	for	using	during	the	editing	process.	It	helps	you	to
find	where	you've	used	the	passive	voice.	Marked	will	look	for
certain	words	you	should	try	and	find	an	alternative	for.	It	does	a
number	of	other	things	as	well,	such	as	giving	you	a	word	count.
Marked	looks	at	a	file	simultaneously	open	in	an	editing	app	like
DragonDictate,	Scrivener	or	Byword.	You	can	add	temporary
keywords	to	see	if	you've	over-used	a	word	in	a	document.	All	you
need	to	do	is	to	get	a	thesaurus	ready	to	use	and	find	something
different	as	a	replacement.

Looking	for	perfection
I	tend	to	use	Hemingway	app	instead	of	Marked2	as	my	go



to	app	for	analysing	text	for	readability.	This	is	because	I	have	got
used	to	using	it.	Marked	is	great	when	giving	the	document	a	final
run	through.	Even	after	reading	numerous	times	it	is	always
possible	to	find	another	typo.	Perfection	will	never	be	achieved,	but
at	least	we	can	aim	for	it.	Marked	2	will	export	out	in	a	variety	of
formats.	So	you	can	send	it	out	as	PDF,	rich	text	format,	word
document	or	markdown.	It	is	a	good	application	and	well	worth
having	if	you	are	serious	about	your	writing.





Marked	2



Using	the	Hemingway	App
I	highly	recommend	Hemingway	Editor	for	analysing	your

text.	It	is	easy	to	use,	just	paste	in	the	text	you	want	to	check	for
readability.	It	analyses	the	text	and	gives	it	a	grade	on	its
readability.	What	you	are	aiming	for	is	a	grade	lower	than	10	to
ensure	your	writing	is	as	readable	as	you	want	it	to	be.	Hemingway
gives	you	the	statistics	for	your	text,	the	number	of	paragraphs,
sentences	and	word	count.	You	even	get	the	number	of	characters.
You	will	also	see	in	the	right-hand	panel	colour-coded	statistics	for
the	readability	of	the	text.





Is	it	hard	to	read?
In	one	piece	of	text	I	put	into	Hemingway	and	it	tells	me	6

of	23	sentences	are	very	hard	to	read.	My	complicated	sentences
have	been	colour-coded	in	red.	So	this	is	something	that	definitely
needs	to	be	looked	at	and	rectified.	The	hard	to	read	sentences	are
coloured	in	a	light	orange	colour	and	these	will	be	the	next
sentences	to	be	edited.	Then	the	adverbs	are	in	blue,	it	suggests	to
me	I	should	aim	to	have	two	or	fewer.	Purple	highlighting	for	words
or	phrases	that	can	be	simpler.	When	you	mouseover	these	words	it
gives	you	options	for	words	that	you	could	use	instead.	In	a	green
highlight	we	have	uses	of	passive	voice	and	in	the	text,	it	says	that	I
should	aim	for	five	or	fewer.

Make	your	own	mind	up
The	markings	Hemingway	application	gives	you	are	just

suggestions.	You	incorporate	the	changes	in	your	writing	only	if
you	want	to.	The	sentences	which	are	very	hard	to	read	will



certainly	require	some	work.	Most	likely	with	these	you	will	shorten
the	sentence	by	looking	for	where	you	can	make	a	break.
Sometimes	a	little	bit	of	rewriting	is	required	to	make	the	split	into
two	sentences	work	properly.	The	sentences	marked	up	as	hard	to
read	you	will	sometimes	leave	them	alone.	It's	a	personal	choice
you	make	to	fit	in	with	your	own	writing	style.	The	edits	need	to	fit
in	with	the	subject	matter	you	are	writing	about.	Occasionally	a
more	complicated,	longer	sentence	is	necessary	in	your	writing.

Checking	readability
As	you	make	changes	to	your	text	doing	the	rewriting,	you

will	see	the	readability	grade	will	change.	A	619	word	text	came	in
as	a	Grade	12	and	needs	work.	The	application	recommends	to	aim
for	a	grade	below	10	for	bold	and	clear	writing.	So	I	started	off	with
the	text	that	was	marked	in	red	and	moved	on	to	the	text	marked	in
orange	and	edited	to	make	it	read	better.	Typically	you'll	cut	out	a
lot	of	superfluous	words	that	don't	need	to	be	there.	Aim	for	short,



compact	sentences	that	are	to	the	point.	There	are	two	modes	when
working	with	your	text,	a	write	mode	and	an	edit	mode.	You	can	do
the	same	thing	in	both	modes.	In	the	writing	mode	you	don't	have
the	pop-ups	getting	in	the	way.	The	highlighting	of	the	text	also	is
removed	in	the	write	mode	and	so	it	can	be	less	distracting.	You	do
the	writing/editing	you	want	to	do	and	then	put	it	back	into	the	edit
mode	to	check	the	readability	once	again.

Getting	good	grades
When	I	am	doing	this	sort	of	editing	and	rearranging	of

words	to	make	a	better	text,	I	feel	like	I'm	being	a	real	writer/author.
It	is	this	sort	of	rewriting	which	will	take	something	more	or	less
okay	and	turn	it	into	something	good	and	worth	sharing.	The	section
of	the	book	I	had	as	a	Grade	12	came	out	of	Hemingway	App	as	a
Grade	8.	Just	right!	The	final	text	ended	up	with	about	100	words
fewer.



GOOD	AND	GEEKY	WORKFLOW



What's	the	Workflow?



Good	and	Geeky
There	are	some	parts	of	the	process	that	shouldn't	be	left	out.

It	is	so	much	faster	using	DragonDictate	for	dictation	of	the	main
bodies	of	text.	Not	everyone	though	takes	to	the	idea	of	using
dictation.	It	is	well	worth	trying	out	the	best	software	for	dictation
and	seeing	how	it	works.	

Be	flexible
The	Good	and	Geeky	research	into	the	different	ways	of

completing	a	writer's	workflow	suggests	it's	sensible	to	keep	it
simple.	It	also	should	be	as	flexible	as	possible.	The	writer's
workflow	should	use	as	few	applications	as	possible	to	have	fewer
stages	needed	to	get	the	job	done.	The	main	reason	for	this	is	all
applications	have	different	interfaces	to	learn.	Keep	it	Simple!	The
apps	are	also	spread	across	operating	systems	or	platforms.	You
need	to	have	a	good	memory	of	what	works	and	how	it	works	in
each	part	of	the	process.	You	don't	want	the	technology	getting	in



the	way	of	your	writing	process.	If	you	use	too	many	apps	you'll
forget	the	key	combos.	Choose	which	of	the	applications	are	going
to	be	the	keepers	and	stick	with	them.	You'll	have	the	muscle
memory	for	the	shortcuts	and	the	way	of	working	completely	under
control.	You	won't	have	to	think	about	it	too	much.	That'll	leave	you
the	freedom	to	be	as	creative	as	you	want	to	be	and	get	the	best
from	your	Geek	Writer's	Workflow.	

Touchy	and	feely
Have	some	basics	of	the	workflow	set	in	stone,	such	as

nearly	always	starting	off	with	a	mind	map.	The	outlining	can	be



completed	in	other	applications	and	that	is	usually	going	to	be
Scrivener.	The	flexibility	will	come	when	you	decide	to	use	an
outliner	on	the	Mac	or	on	the	iPad	after	the	mind	map.	Using	Tree
or	Cloud	Outliner	is	a	good	intermediate	stage	to	do	organising	of
the	chapters	and	other	headings.	Do	this	before	you	get	into	the	real
work	of	writing.	Give	yourself	flexibility	by	using	iOS	apps	for	the
mind	mapping.	You	will	have	a	tactile	way	of	getting	the	ideas	out
of	your	head	and	into	the	digital	realm.	Make	use	of	the	touch
interface	on	the	iPad	for	best	effect.	There	are	other	useful	apps	on
iOS	you	might	reach	for.	The	app	Idea	Sketch	is	cool	to	use	on	iOS
if	you	only	have	your	iPhone	with	you.	Writing	large	chunks	of	text
on	iOS	is	possible	with	the	predictive	text	helping	to	make	to
writing	quick.	Often	it	is	just	one	tap	for	a	complete	word.	No
reason	you	can't	pair	up	a	blue	tooth	keyboard,	although	I	prefer	to
dictate	where	possible.	Byword	or	Drafts	are	the	apps	to	save	the
longer	ideas	to	be	captured.



The	Chosen	Applications

1.	 iThoughts	-	iOS	and	Mac
2.	 Cloud	Outliner	-	iOS	and	Mac
3.	 Scrivener	-	Mac	(or	Windows)
4.	 DragonDictate	-	Mac
5.	 Marked	2	-	Mac
6.	 Hemingway	App	-	Mac
7.	 Byword	iOS	and	Mac
8.	 Blogsy	-	iOS
9.	 MarsEdit	-	Mac

Apps	if	you	fancy	a	change	to	the	process.

IdeaSketch	-	Alternative	mind	map	app	also	does	outlining.
MindNode	-	A	good	mind	mapping	app.



Scribe	-	Note	taking,	outlining	and	audio	recording.
MagicPad	Mix	of	mind	mapping	and	outlining	in	one	app.



Writing	in	Markdown
When	it	comes	down	to	it,	the	words	are	just	basic	text	and

don't	need	to	be	fancy	looking	and	fiddled	about	with	fonts	and
whatever.	This	means	that	markdown	is	definitely	the	way	to	go.
Markdown	is	welcome	in	Scrivener.	I	use	the	application	Marked	2
linked	to	my	Scrivener	document.	I	get	an	up-to-date	view	of	what
the	book	will	look	like	when	the	markdown	converts	into	the
HTML	text	used	in	electronic	books.	Level	2	headers	in	markdown,
are	not	converted	by	the	Scrivener	compile	process.	When	you	are
compiling	for	the	Kindle	the	markdown	converted,	is	just	the	bold
and	italics	tags.	

The	test	of	time
The	advantage	to	using	markdown	is	the	fact	you	are

concentrating	on	the	words	and	the	text.	Markdown	keeps	you	from
being	distracted	by	pointless	formatting.	Another	good	thing	about
markdown	is	the	longevity	your	text	gets	by	being	in	that	format.



You	only	have	to	try	and	open	a	document	from	any	of	the	word
processors	from	five	or	ten	years	ago	and	see	what	difficulty	you'll
have.	This	will	make	you	want	to	have	your	text	in	the	most	basic
format	so	you	know	you	will	always	have	easy	access	to	your
writing.

Moving	the	markdown
You	can	export	your	mind	map	out	to	markdown	text.

Import	the	file	into	Scrivener	and	its	ready	for	the	writing	stage.	The
markdown	imports	perfectly	into	the	titles	for	the	chapters	of	a
book.	Do	it	this	way	to	avoid	using	an	outliner	application	as	part	of
your	workflow.	It	is	probably	the	case	you	only	need	to	use	separate
outliner	software	for	the	longer	written	pieces.

The	basics	of	markdown	-	Screenshots	from	Byword

All	you	need	to	get	started.







The	text	looks	like	this	when	converted	to	html

If	you	want	all	the	details	about	markdown	the	Daring
Fireball	website	is	the	place	to	look.

http://daringfireball.net/projects/markdown/basics


The	Workflow	in	Action
Using	the	Writers	Workflow	-	Where	do	you	start?	There	are

a	number	of	jumping	in	points	and	it	is	easy	to	decide	where	you
will	get	started	so	that	it'll	work	best	for	you.	The	flexibility	of	the
workflow	is	the	key	to	your	creativity.	You	want	to	let	the	workflow
get	out	of	the	way	and	you	just	get	on	with	the	writing.

How	long	is	it?
The	first	couple	of	questions	are	going	to	be,	where	am	I	and

how	long	is	the	piece	I	want	to	write?	It	is	obvious	that	if	you're	not
in	the	house	then	you'll	use	one	of	your	mobile	devices.	You	have	a
choice	of	using	the	iPad	or	the	iPhone.	Use	the	iPad	and	start	by
doing	some	mind	Mapping	using	iThoughtsX.	The	screen	isn't
really	big	enough	on	the	iPhone	for	a	mind	map,	even	with	the	latest
iPhone	6	or	iPhone	6	plus.	So	on	the	smaller	device	you	might	start
with	an	online	using	Cloud	Outliner	instead.	Use	Cloud	Outliner,
but	use	it	in	a	similar	fashion	to	how	you	would	make	a	mind	map.



Just	be	in	the	zone	and	work	free	and	easy	with	flow.

Flowing	creative	juices
If	you	are	at	home	or	in	an	office	then	you	can	gravitate

towards	your	desktop	computer.	The	Mac	version	of	iThoughts	will
also	be	the	best	starting	point.	Mind	mapping	is	the	best	way	to
squeeze	out	the	ideas	swimming	around	in	your	head.	If	you	plan	to
write	a	short	piece	of	less	than	a	thousand	words,	just	write	a	couple
of	ideas	for	the	title	and	a	couple	of	headers	in	Byword.	You've	got
your	basic	outline,	just	start	writing.	Whatever	it	takes	to	get	the
creative	juices	flowing	and	the	words	flying	onto	the	screen.

Let	the	ideas	simmer
A	mind	map	will	often	be	a	multi-session	event.	You	can	let

things	simmer	between	sessions.	Taking	a	break	between	sessions
allows	the	mind	to	relax.	You	come	back	to	it	rejuvenated	and	ready
expand	on	the	work	of	the	previous	session.	Jumping	back	into	a



mind	map	for	a	follow	up	brainstorming	event	you'll	see	it	all	in	a
new	light.	Thoughts	are	likely	to	pop	into	your	head	for	the	mind
map,	making	new	connections.	Do	as	many	of	these	blue	sky
sessions	as	you	feel	necessary	to	expand	the	original	idea	until	you
have	enough.	Enough	is	when	you	are	itching	like	mad	to	get	down
to	the	actual	writing.	Arrange	and	organise	your	mind	map	to	get	rid
of	any	duplicate	nodes	in	there.	You	can	also	drag	and	drop	ideas
into	more	sensible	positions	in	the	hierarchy	you've	created.	This	is
a	visual	sort	of	outlining	and	starts	the	process	you	will	finish	off	in
the	next	stage	of	the	workflow.	Let's	move	on	to	outlining.



My	Outliner	of	Choice?
Cloud	Outliner	for	Outlining
The	outliner	I've	chosen	to	use	for	iOS	and	for	the	Mac	is

Cloud	Outliner	and	I	looked	at	a	lot	of	outliner	applications.	One
of	the	main	decisions	for	the	choice	is	there	is	a	pair	of	applications,
one	for	the	Mac	and	one	for	iOS.	This	makes	it	easy	for
synchronisation	between	the	two	platforms.	Start	writing	on	the
Mac	and	then	later	have	some	ideas	to	add	to	it	when	you're	away
from	the	desktop.	Or	the	other	way	around.	It	is	great	when	you	can
just	jump	in	there,	do	what	you	need	to	do	and	not	have	to	worry
about	synchronisation	problems.	It	is	a	pain	if	you	have	to	worry
about	which	is	the	most	up-to-date	version	of	your	work.	When
your	workings	are	in	too	many	different	places	and	applications	and
not	connected,	you'll	lose	sight	of	some	of	your	best	ideas.	Cloud
Outliner	is	simple	and	uses	standard	keystroke	combinations	you
can	learn	easily.	It	won't	be	long	before	you've	organised	all	your
chapters	and	headings.	Then	it	is	time	to	tackle	the	writing	of	the



first	draft	of	your	book,	article	or	blog	post.

Mayhem	and	magic



Outlining	is	to	take	the	mayhem	and	magic	of	the	mind	map
and	organise	the	chapters	and	headlines	of	the	nodes.	Each	idea	you
put	into	the	mind	map	will	convert	into	a	chapter,	a	topic	or	scene
within	a	chapter.	The	title	for	the	chapter	can	be	further	developed
later	when	there	is	some	body	text	to	help	you	choose	correctly.
Nothing	wrong	in	waiting	until	the	last	read	through	of	your	book
when	you	ultimately	decide	on	the	chapter	titles.



Picking	and	Choosing
Some	writers	will	decide	not	to	use	the	mind	mapping	stage.

Other	writers	will	give	a	miss	on	the	use	of	an	outlining	specific
application.	Different	strokes	for	different	folks.	Pantser	writers
will	be	more	creative	using	an	outline	if	they	allow	themselves	to	be
creative	in	that	format.	It	feels	good	be	well	organised,	but	do	it	in	a
more	visual	way	by	moving	things	around	within	the	mind	map.
When	the	words	are	bursting	to	get	out	jump	straight	into	Scrivener
which	is	my	writers	application	of	choice.	You	have	the	four	stages
of	the	writers	workflow	available.	Dive	into	whichever	is	most
suitable	for	you	at	that	creative	moment.	

Go	with	the	flow
You	open	up	your	iPad	and	the	first	icon	you	see	is	the

Cloud	Outliner	icon.	You	might	not	want	to	waste	any	time	in
searching	for	the	iThoughts	icon.	It	is	easy	to	send	what	you	do
there	into	a	mind	map	anyway.	In	any	case	with	the	way	the	brain



works,	it	is	beneficial	to	see	the	same	information,	but	in	a	different
format.	Yet	another	good	reason	for	you	to	have	a	four	stage	writing
workflow.	So	long	as	the	process	is	completely	clear	in	your	head	in
the	way	that	it	all	integrates	together,	you	won't	run	into	any
problems.	It	will	be	a	great	idea	to	make	sure	you	can	get	fast	access
to	your	preferred	apps.	Put	the	favourites	into	the	Dock	on	your
Mac	and	on	your	iPad	for	one	touch	to	open	and	use.



Blogsy	for	iOS
There	is	a	good	blogging	application	on	iOS	called	Blogsy.	I

highly	recommend	it.	Connect	Blogsy	to	various	blogging	services,
such	as	WordPress	blogs	and	Blogger.	Blogsy	allows	the	use	of
markdown	for	editing.	It	has	the	extra	row	of	keys	on	the	keyboard
for	making	markdown	quick	and	easy.	The	iPad	is	a	great	tool	to
use	for	content	creation.	The	people	who	claim	the	iPad	is	merely
for	consumption	of	information,	really	don't	know	what	they're
talking	about!	Write	your	blog	posts	and	parts	of	longer	pieces	on
your	iPad	or	iPhone.	There	are	some	excellent	bluetooth	keyboards
if	you	need	one.	

Tutorial	for	Blogging	on	the	iPad	with	Blogsy

http://youtu.be/hlPzffC7oYE




Editing	and	Re-Writing
So	you've	got	the	first	draft	of	your	work	completed	and	this

is	an	outpouring	of	your	ideas	as	words	in	Scrivener.	Whether	you
have	typed	this	in	or	used	DragonDictate	it	is	going	to	need	some
editing.	There	will	be	some	typos	and	some	grammar	mistakes	you
will	need	to	find	and	deal	with.	Some	sentences	are	in	the	wrong
place	altogether	and	need	to	be	either	moved	or	deleted.	The	overall
flow	of	the	story	might	need	some	more	rearranging	in	your
Scrivener	project.	Perhaps	change	some	of	the	chapter	headings	to
better	suit	what	you've	written	in	the	chapter.	You	can	expect	to
have	to	edit	and	rewrite	most	of	your	draft.	If	you're	not	used	to
doing	this	then	it	may	seem	a	little	bit	tedious,	but	it	has	to	be	done.
It	is	said	by	many,	that	the	real	writing	work	is	done	during	the
editing	and	rewriting.	Here	you	will	find	your	voice	and	sculpt	your
story	into	something	worthy	of	being	read	by	somebody	else.

Write	it	again



It	depends	upon	the	writing	you've	completed	already	and
how	happy	you	are	with	it,	as	to	how	you	go	about	doing	the
rewriting.	You	could	be	drastic	and	read	through	all	the	section	you
are	looking	at	on	one	side	of	your	screen	and	rewrite	fresh	in	a
document	on	the	other	side	of	the	screen.	Reading	out	aloud	is	a
good	test	and	often	if	it	sounds	good,	then	it	will	be	good	for	your
readers.	If	after	reading	through	your	first	draft	you're	happy	after
fixing	a	couple	of	small	mistakes,	move	on	to	use	Hemingway.	I
highly	recommend	using	the	Hemingway	App	to	analyse	your
writing.	Select	your	text	in	your	Scrivener	document	and	copy	it	to
the	clipboard.	Paste	the	text	into	Hemingway	and	you	will	see	on
the	right-hand	side	of	the	application	the	text	is	given	a	score	for
readability.	The	recommendation	is	that	you	should	aim	for	a	score
lower	than	10.	If	the	score	is	higher	then	you	can	easily	see
sentences	and	paragraphs	in	the	text	where	you	need	to	make
changes.	Hemingway	highlights	words	or	phrases	that	are	too
complicated.	It	is	up	to	you	to	decide	whether	you	want	to	leave	it



as	is,	or	to	look	for	a	simpler	way	of	saying	it.

Ringing	the	changes
When	you	export	from	Scrivener	into	e-book	format,

reading	through	in	the	Kindle	app	on	your	iPad	or	on	a	Kindle	is	a
great	idea.	Even	after	using	Hemingway	and	Marked	to	do	rewrites
and	to	search	for	mistakes,	there	are	always	more	to	be	found.	At
some	point	in	time	you'll	have	to	say	that	even	if	it's	not	perfect	it	is
ready	to	be	published.	The	good	thing	about	electronic	publishing
with	Amazon	or	any	of	the	other	self	publishing	places,	is	when	you
get	notifications	from	readers,	you	can	fix	whatever.	All	you	need	to
do	then	is	to	upload	the	newer	version	to	the	bookstore.	If	the
changes	you	make	are	major	changes,	a	message	is	sent	out	to	your
readers	that	they	should	download	the	newest	version.	This	is	a
good	thing	as	it	shows	your	readers	that	you	care	about	making	a
book	the	best	it	can	possibly	be.



Writers	Workflow	Infographic
A	visual	flowchart	of	the	David	Allen	Wizardgold	writers

workflow





Get	in	Touch
I	would	love	to	hear	your	thoughts	on	the	Good	And	Geeky

Writers	Workflow.	Send	me	an	email	and	tell	me	if	you've	tried	the
Good	and	Geeky	Writers	Workflow	and	whether	you	like	it.	I
expect	some	of	you	writers	to	take	a	part	of	the	workflow	and	to	add
bits	to	it	and	adapt	to	make	it	your	own.	Or	let	me	know	if	you've
tried	something	similar.	Maybe	your	way	of	writing	is	completely
different	and	you	would	like	to	tell	me	about	it.	Either	way,	I	can't
wait	to	hear	from	you.

Good	and	Geeky	Feedback

mailto:goodandgeeky@icloud.com


Video	Tutorials
For	many	of	us,	the	best	way	to	learn	something	is	to	watch

it	in	a	video.	This	book	about	the	good	writer's	workflow	includes
geeky	elements.	I	thought	I'd	better	get	some	videos	for	you	to	add
to	the	experience.	If	there	are	any	parts	of	the	process	you	don't
quite	follow	then	have	a	look	at	the	videos	so	you	can	see	exactly
how	it	works.	The	video	tutorials	can	be	paused	if	you	need	to
practice	something	you've	seen.	Don't	forget	you	can	also	watch
them	multiple	times	or	even	watch	parts	of	the	video	if	you	need	to.
I	wanted	to	make	the	Good	and	Geeky	writers	workflow	as	easy	as
possible,	but	it	may	be	useful	for	you	to	be	shown	exactly	how	to	do
something.	It	may	seem	technical	when	we	are	talking	about	things
like	OPML	and	exporting	from	one	application	to	another.	These
videos	are	just	to	give	you	another	way	of	looking	at	things	so	you
know	exactly	what	to	do.

Private	videos	just	for	you



The	first	videos	look	at	using	mind	mapping	on	both	the
Mac	and	also	iOS	and	how	to	get	the	data	out	and	into	Scrivener.	I
will	add	more	videos	to	this	private	playlist	on	YouTube	which	is
only	available	to	owners	of	this	book.	

Go	to	video	tutorials	playlist

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZoIwuhikxeKLzUIOAmtGv0ZxtSfkpa1v


http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZoIwuhikxeKLzUIOAmtGv0ZxtSfkpa1v


Thanks	for	reading



Subscribe
If	you	like	this	book	you	may	like	to	get	a	notification	when

I	have	a	new	book	available.	There	will	be	special	offers	to	readers
who	are	subscribed	to	Good	and	Geeky	Books.	There	will	be	a
bundle	available	at	a	special	price	to	subscribers	when	I	have	the
rest	of	the	books	published.

Subscribe	Now

http://goodandgeeky.com/Subscribe
http://goodandgeeky.com/Subscribe


Good	and	Geeky	Books
Good	and	Geeky	Photography

Email	Privacy	and	Security

http://goodandgeeky.com/USgeekphoto
http://goodandgeeky.com/USgeekphoto
http://https://goodandgeeky.com/PrivacyUS


Life	Logging	for	Geeks	*
The	Geeky	Artist	*
The	Geeky	Guide	to	iPad	Digital	Art	*

http://https://goodandgeeky.com/PrivacyUS


*	-	Coming	Soon.
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